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The Ramblers’ Association - Somerset Area Council 
 
Minutes of  the meeting held on Saturday 25th October 2008 
 
 
Present:  Ann Foxhuntley, Chair 
   Owen Star, Vice-Chair 
   Rod Porter, Secretary 
   Jean Mantle, Treasurer 
   Mary Henry, Footpath Secretary & Publicity Officer  
   Carl Earl, Area Footpath Adviser 
   Gus Halfhide, Membership Secretary 
   Edward Levy, Newsletter Editor 
   Nick Hancock, Mendip Group 
   Chris Hewett, Sedgemoor Group 
   Ian Rendall & Norman Browne, South Somerset Group 
   Geoff Taylor, West Somerset Group 
   Roger Conway & John Ollerenshaw, Taunton Deane Group 
   Marion Davies, Woodspring Group 
   Diane Knight & Patrick McGreevy, Clevedon Group 
   Lucy Adams, S.W.A.G. 
     
1. Apologies: Tony Goverd, President 
   Robin Downton, Woodspring Group 
   Guy Emery, S.W.A.G. 
 
2. Minutes of meeting held 28th June: AGREED subject to deletion of the 
following wording in item 3, Matters Arising – 
Line 3, delete 'as does Mary Henry'. 
 
3. Matters arising: 
a. Contributing towards legal costs in the South Petherton Case – A copy of a 
letter from Janet Davis, Rights of Way Policy Co-ordinator, to Mary Henry was 
circulated ahead of the meeting. This stated that Somerset County Council are 
not going to want to take action and therefore it is left to the person who sought 
the order in the first place, Mr. Kidner, to defend the order in the Crown Court. 
After further discussion it was AGREED that Somerset Area makes a contribution 
of £500 to Peter Kidner provided (1) the landowner proceeds to appeal and (2) 
should Mr Kidner subsequently be awarded costs, such contribution is returned 
to Area.  
It was further AGREED that a letter to this effect is drafted by Mary Henry and, 
under the Chair's signature, sent to Mr Kidner. 
b. The Area newsletter 'Somerset Rambler' – Edward Levy reported how pleased 
he was with the move to a collated A5 format. Each Group's supply of the new 
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edition plus address labels is available to take away from today's meeting and 
hopefully there will be positive feedback.    
 
4. Reports from Officers: 
a. Vice-Chair: Owen reported on the Area holiday to the Isle of Wight – three 
nights / four days with a choice each day between a long and a short walk. He 
felt everything went well and, having heard many enthusiastic comments from 
participating members, it was AGREED that Area records a vote of thanks to 
Owen for the huge amount of time and effort he has put in. 
Owen continues to maintain the website and, now the Area holiday is over, he 
hopes to pay attention to the revamps and additions he has had in mind for the 
past few months. 
A valuable function of the website was illustrated recently when Owen was able 
to post changes to a published programme at short notice. He was also able to 
advertise Area holiday vacancies due to cancellations and get them filled quickly, 
in one case within two hours of his posting! 
The accuracy of information on the web site depends critically on feedback Owen 
gets from the informal checking individual Group members do, so please keep 
emailing him about any changes that should be made.  
Although Owen is happy to continue as webmaster and also organise next year’s 
Area holiday, he put us on notice that he will be standing down as Vice-Chair at 
the Area AGM. Not only has he found he has insufficient spare time to fulfill some 
of the important functions of the post, he also feels that it is important for there to 
be opportunities for “new blood” on the committee. 
b. Secretary: With the AGM season now upon us, Rod gave a reminder re the 
need to use two new Central Office forms – advice form re changes to volunteer 
officers; data protection consent form for volunteers. 
Another new item developed by Central Office is a draft Code of Conduct for all 
members, volunteers, Trustees and staff. The intention is to have the Code 
available by the end of the year but no decision has yet been made on how best 
to roll it out across the membership. 
Returning to the subject of AGMs, four Groups – Sedgemoor, South Somerset, 
West Somerset and Clevedon – are seeking to amend their Constitutions. It was 
AGREED that, provided these are in line with the 2007 Model Constitution for 
Groups, they will be endorsed by Area. 
As regards the Area AGM, it is only in the last three days that Rod has been 
advised that Kate Ashbrook is unable to attend as our guest speaker. It was 
AGREED that (i) Rod be left to arrange a substitute speaker through Jo Smith of 
Central Office and (ii) he also writes to express our disappointment at this 
outcome.    
c. Treasurer: The annual accounts to 30th September have now been prepared 
and are with the auditor. There are no items which differ much from last year. We 
have £2470 in the bank which should be more than adequate to tide us over until 
we get next year’s money from Central Office in December. 
Vernon Harding says this will be the last year that he will audit the accounts. We 
need therefore to find another auditor and appoint him / her at the Area AGM in 
February. 
d. Footpath Secretary: Mary's report covered a wide range of matters. 
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See Appendix A, Diversion Proposals, which was distributed ahead of the 
meeting. After general discussion it was AGREED that these proposals serve as 
the basis of Area's Rights of Way diversion policy provided there is flexibility and 
each case is taken on its own merits. 
See Appendix B, Wessex Wanderer Guided Walks from stations on the Heart of 
Wessex Railway, also distributed ahead of the meeting. Norman Browne was 
present to give us further details and it was AGREED that Area pledges up to 
£200 towards the cost of the efforts being made to continue these walks in 2009. 
See Appendix C, Role of Area Footpath Adviser. Mary remained unhappy with 
the last paragraph of the 'job description' agreed at the last Area meeting. After 
further discussion it was AGREED to amend the last sentence as shown on the 
attached appendix.  
In September Mary attended the RA's LAF (Local Access Forum) Conference. 
The Chairman of Natural England gave an address and points covered included 
the need to raise the profile of Rights of Way; the countryside, economy and 
leisure; lots of footpaths not suitable as bridleways; the high cost of bridleway 
maintenance; the need to research 'Lost Ways', and the need to enter dialogue 
with farmers re the removal of obstacles rather than agree to diversions. She will 
be sharing details with Group Footpath Secretaries at their next get-together.  
e. Publicity Officer: Mary reported that all our Groups now have members 
undertaking publicity work and walks programmes provide a key recruitment tool. 
She has pulled together material which may be helpful to them – held at Central 
Office, Area and the various approaches of our groups. 
Membership, recruitment and publicity are closely associated. Central Office's 
pulling together of membership, development and publicity bears fruit with 
research and initiatives which are shared with all Areas and Groups by means of 
the six monthly Membership, Recruitment & Retention Updates. A recent 
initiative is to approach new members (on a pilot basis) after six months for 
comments. The fact that nearly 50% of new members fail to renew is a challenge 
to us all. 
Central Office is planning more publicity workshops around the country next year. 
The RA's Use Your Paths Week in September was given wide publicity with 
posters, Area Walks Programmes and application forms being available in all 
(49) libraries and some local sports shops. The Area Walks Programmes proved 
popular with copies being taken quickly and a second print was needed. Over 
1200 copies were made available. 
In addition an exhibition was displayed in Taunton Library. The theme of Use 
Your Paths Week was 'working together' and this was illustrated with photos and 
texts. Many thanks to Groups providing photos and to Owen for his help in the IT 
preparation of material. 
The public can play an important part, e.g., in reporting problems found in the 
footpath network. Central Office provided leaflets and forms on Reporting 
Footpath Problems which were available at the exhibition 
The RA's Festival of Winter Walks will soon be with us. Again there will be wide 
publicity. Can Groups please help Mary by providing photos of walks within 
Somerset Area and ideas of what makes walking appealing. 
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And can Groups please let Mary have details of all walks programmed for the 
week of 26th December to 4th January. Short walks of under 5 miles are more 
likely to attract newcomers who will be able to join the RA at a special 20% 
discount. Forms for walk leaders are available with other publicity material from 
Central Office. 
And finally, 30th May 2009 is Get Walking Day. The RA asks that everyone 
should know of this event and have the chance to join us with walks of 2 to 5 
miles starting from accessible locations. Details please to Walk Finder by 1st 
February 2009. 
f. Membership Secretary: See Appendix D for Gus's membership summary and 
figures as at the end of September.  
Gus also distributed the covering letter sent by Central Office with August's 
monthly report again apologising for the difficulties and frustrations that these 
reports are causing.  
As he has previously mentioned, Gus asked Groups to move from paper to 
electronic receipt of monthly reports. From the practical viewpoint, a broadband 
facility is recommended to handle the volume of information. 
g. Countryside Secretary: John Westcott reports that he has no significant matter 
to bring to our attention.   
h. Access Officer: No major news on the coastal access front. However, it was 
good to see that DEFRA’s response to the parliamentary committee reports 
succeeded in counteracting their more negative elements and ensuring that the 
coastal access creation process will not get mired in lengthy and expensive 
landowner appeals when the legislation is enacted. 
We now look forward to the announcement of the Draft Marine Bill in the Queen’s 
Speech on 3rd December and, in the meantime, the RA wants everyone to keep 
this campaign as positive as possible. 
As Groups will know, Central Office’s Campaign Manager is looking for 
volunteers to come forward and ‘go fly a kite’. See Circular 08/62 for more 
details. 
  
5. Deciding the level of funding to be requested from Central Office to 
cover our 2008/09 financial year's budgeted requirements: 
Jean thanked Group Treasurers for providing budget details and recommended 
that we request Central Office for a total entitlement of £7150. Of this, £2500 
would be retained by Area and the remainder distributed to Groups as follows 
Mendip - £1000  Sedgemoor - £600  South Somerset - £500 
West Somerset - £400 Taunton Deane - £950 Woodspring - £450 
Clevedon - £450  S.W.A.G. - £300  Legs Explore – Nil 
AGREED.  
    
6. Obtaining advertising income for walks programmes and other 
publications: Rod Porter was sorry to say that he has back-tracked on his initial 
thoughts. He specifically wanted to approach Ramblers Holidays for advertising 
and an important criteria is the number of readers an advert would reach.  
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With this in mind he will approach Ramblers Holidays to seek (i) an increase on 
the current £50 income received for their advert in Area's Annual Report and (ii) 
an indication on whether they would also advertise in the Somerset Rambler. 
As Geoff Taylor was able to illustrate at the meeting, some Group walk 
programmes and publications do include local advertising. While this brings in 
some income, it tends to be nominal and an overall increase in such revenue 
could be one of the benefits of once again considering the production of an Area-
wide consolidated walks programme. It was AGREED that this be further 
discussed at the next Area meeting.   
 
7. The Somerset Area Campaign Team – who they are and what they do: 
The following report by Mary Henry was distributed ahead of our meeting –  

This group came into existence after Area decided to invite CO to help in 
writing a campaign letter to county council candidates. CO had written to 
all parliamentary candidates. Area wrote to all Group Secs seeking ideas 
and help in supporting the campaign. 
The campaign is under the leadership of RA CO campaign officers, Adrian 
Morris and more recently Sarah Perry. Meetings take place 3 monthly. 
Communication with all members takes place via campaign newsletters 
and with Area committee via regular reports. 
Members' support has been sought in a variety of ways – declaring a 
concerned interest, reporting footpath problems, identifying possible Sect 
63/130A, undertaking a quick and easy survey, becoming PPLOs, etc. A 
newsletter was sent to councillors, inviting them to join a walk (to show fp 
problems). Meetings have been arranged by CO between reps of the 
campaign group and SCC (portfolio holder and RoW staff). Campaign 
reps have been officers of Area – AFPS, Area Sec and AFPA 
Membership, chair and leader is CO Campaign Officer. Membership is 
open to all concerned members and so it is shifting. However a core 
exists, including AFPS, AFPA. It includes valuable expertise, eg an ex. 
local government officer and another who has been a LG chief executive 
officer. Any committee member is welcome to join the group – just let 
Sarah Perry know of your interest. 
The campaign is focussing energies on securing a SCC policy shift 
whereby the protection and preservation of the RoW network is 
considered a fundamental element of the work of the Highway Authority. 

Rod Porter, while not disagreeing with the above, argued that there were some 
basic principles that need to be considered, e.g, 
i) Campaign team members are not elected and are not necessarily 
representative of our views. 
ii)  Only three team members attended their August meeting which nevertheless 
saw a number of decisions made of which Area was unaware. 
AGREED that this matter is placed on our next Agenda for further consideration 
and that Sarah Perry be invited to attend and comment from Central Office's 
point of view. In the meantime Sarah has confirmed that she will add Rod Porter 
to her distribution list re campaign team agendas and minutes. 
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8. Reports from Groups: 
MENDIP - The walking festival was a great success over the August Bank 
Holiday weekend with over 280 walkers participating, being a good mix of RA 
members and non-members. We were well supported by other RA Groups and 
most noticeably Clevedon and Woodspring members turned out on all three 
days. A great weekend with good weather and lots of tea and cake.  
Next year's festival is being planned around Oakhill and work on the footpaths 
there will be starting very soon. 
The main walking programme continues to be well supported with Mendip 
members also enjoying a long weekend in Abergavenney in September. We 
have also done a joint walk with South Somerset Group down at Stourhead.  
Our AGM is planned for 1st November at the Britannia Inn in Wells.   
SEDGEMOOR - No major happenings to report. Our AGM is pending and one or 
two short breaks are planned. 
SOUTH SOMERSET - Our programme of walks has been and is being 
maintained with walks on Thursdays and at the weekends.          
Although Group membership is at a fairly static level, attendances on the walks 
seem to have increased a little on average.            
Assistance to South Somerset District Council with footpath work has been 
carried out at intervals. 
The Group’s AGM is to take place at 2.0pm. on 1st. November 2008 at the East 
Coker Village Hall with a walk beforehand in the morning. 
A few of our members joined the recent Area holiday in the Isle of Wight and 
returned with enthusiasm about the event.           
A walk followed by a Christmas lunch has been arranged for December 11th at 
the Quarry Inn, Keinton Mandeville. The lunch is already almost fully booked at 
the middle of October. 
WEST SOMERSET - Everything is ticking over nicely. 
TAUNTON DEANE - The Group has continued with its full and varied walks 
programme. This includes the ever popular Friday evening walks, dampened at 
times but still proving a very useful tool in membership recruitment; the walking of 
the Coleridge Way in easy stages; the initiation of the walking of the Macmillan 
Way West by blind walker Rod Carne, and the Group holiday walking part of the 
Anglesey Coast Path. 
The Group has continued to develop its promotional video funded by profits from 
its second walks booklet. 
The Walks Booklet Sub-Committee has met regularly, gradually increasing its 
collection of outstanding walks in all parts of the county. They have now reached 
80% of their target for a third walks booklet and would like to thank all those in 
Taunton Deane and in other Groups for offering walks and checking details. 
They would however like to make the following request to Clevedon Group:   

The sub-committee would be especially grateful if the committee would 
put out a request to members for details of good short walks in Clevedon 
Group's area. For logistical reasons it has proved difficult for us to find 
suitable walks in this northern part of Somerset and, to respond, please 
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contact John Ollerenshaw on 01984-624477 or e-mail him at 
jroll@btinternet.com 

WOODSPRING - We have just completed a full programme of summer weekly 
evening walks, taken through from May to September. Alternate weeks at regular 
venues and other walks around the local Weston area. 
Progress continues on covering the full extent of the Samaritans Way. Last four 
sections to take place next summer. Such a walk needs careful organisation as 
all walks are linear and need car shuttles. However the challenge has proved 
popular with a group of our walkers who are keen to extend their walking 
distance. 
Sunday walks continue to meet the choices of members with good regular 
attendance. As well as local area walks, leaders have offered variety such as 
exploring the source of the Thames and following the Somerset Coal Canal. 
Our most recent joint walk with Clevedon Group was a coach trip to Totnes and 
Dartmouth for long and short walks in this lovely area. We were delighted this 
time to have a full coach AND a waiting list!  
CLEVEDON - Whilst it is true that our membership numbers are dropping, it is 
encouraging that we are welcoming new walkers who then join the Association.   
It appears that the ‘lost’ members are those who do not or cannot walk any more 
and are, possibly, looking to reduce their outgoings by cancelling charity 
subscriptions. Certainly, when we notice addresses missing from our delivery 
lists, they are not those of people who have been ‘walkers’.  
Our Saturday morning walks continue to be very popular especially with new 
walkers; they appreciate the shorter distance of 5 to 6 miles and the fact that the 
walks are taken at a leisurely pace, just what they want when they are taking-up 
walking as a new activity. For both our Saturday and our Sunday walks, the 
numbers taking part, on a regular basis, are increasing. 
The Themed Walk we put on this autumn was planned around ‘blackberrying’ – 
the walk was good, the weather was fine, but the blackberry crop was very 
disappointing. It was fortunate that those who took part in the walk did so for the 
pleasure of the walk, rather than to find a substantial pie filling!  
We are now preparing for our AGM which will take place on the 15 November.   
The project which will be proposed for the coming year is to walk all the paths in 
our area, helping to keep them open and clear. It will be suggested that we 
schedule at least one day per month, to walk a specific route, which will be drawn 
up with the help of our Footpath Officer, Bill Tate. 
SWAG – SWAG has continued with a varied programme of walks and social 
events throughout the summer. We have now started our autumn / winter 
programmes and have a full walks calendar (bar two weekends). The social 
programme has less events but more members are using the SWAG email to 
advertise things as they occur. 
We are still actively promoting ourselves through leaflets and word of mouth and 
the walks leaders are regularly reporting seeing new faces. However, we are still 
finding it difficult to keep those new faces in the Group. 
LEGS EXPLORE - For 2008 the Group has had spring and autumn programmes 
only with walks each weekend. While the numbers coming have been 

mailto:jroll@btinternet.com
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disappointing those who attend gain considerable pleasure and wish us to 
continue with the seasonal programme. The Group has recruited another RA 
member – attached to the local Group. Finding suitable walks across our whole 
area is difficult without local knowledge. Groups could help – by identifying and 
advising Mary of three possible family walks per year within their area. 
Work is in hand assembling material for the family walks book. Quotes and 
sources of help with funding are being sought. As families wish to travel no more 
then 25 miles tentative plans are to produce three booklets. Help is needed with 
IT desktop skills. Do you know of any member who may be interested? 
In September a letter was received from Alan Johnson, Secretary of State for 
Health inviting our family group to register an interest in the government's new 
initiative, Qualty4Life, which will invite every family to eat well, move more and 
live longer. Mary has registered Legs Explore's interest. 
Help please  - identify possible family walks in your Group's area 
  - identify possible interest in offering desktop skills 
 
9. Items for discussion at the next Area meeting: Our next meeting is on 
Saturday 10th January and, as indicated above, there will be further discussion 
on (i) the role of the Somerset Area Campaign Team and (ii) considering a 
consolidated walks programme. 
In addition we will need to consider any Area proposals for 2009 General Council 
(none discussed to date) and also finalise arrangements for the Area AGM on 
14th February. 
And finally but most importantly, Area meetings provide an opportunity to 
address any specific matter of importance or concern to our Groups. Therefore, if 
you want to put forward an item for discussion, simply contact Rod as Area 
Secretary and he will ensure it goes on the agenda.    
 
 

************************************************************ 
 
The meeting closed at 11.55 a.m.   
 
 
 
 
 
ENCLOSURES : 
 
Appendix A - Diversion Proposals 
 
Appendix B - Wessex Wanderer Guided Walks 
 
Appendix C - Role of Area Footpath Adviser 
 
Appendix D - Membership Summary  
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Report from Carl Earl : DIVERSION PROPOSALS - APPENDIX A       
 

Since becoming Footpath Adviser to the Area Committee at the beginning of this 
year I have been monitoring the proposals for diversions (and the orders that 
have been made). 
There are certainly a substantial number of proposals put forward by the County, 
Mendip and South Somerset.  
It seems to be accepted that rights of way can be altered as a matter of course. 
We should perhaps query this assumption as they are, of course, highways 
(although with limited rights) and other highways are not constantly being 
diverted. Sometimes there are sound reasons for the proposal and each should, 
of course, be treated on its merits, but should there not be a presumption against 
altering a highway unless there is good reason and users will truly benefit? 

The making of path diversion and extinguishment orders is a power, not a duty, 
and highway authorities are not obliged to proceed with requests from 
landowners to make them, even if the landowner is willing to pay.  It is a matter 
for each authority how it decides to deal with such applications (e.g. some, such 
as Somerset have a policy of not agreeing to make an order if the path in 
question is obstructed).  In any case, an authority should not proceed to make an 
order unless it is satisfied that all of the tests in the relevant legislation can be 
met. Somerset has set out a policy on Diversions, which was agreed in 
December 2007. The main criteria are in paras. 2 & 3 of this document ad 
include the requirement that the existing route must be clear of obstructions prior 
to an application being submitted (except in the case of historic obstruction by a 
building or an expanse of water).  
A further point to bear in mind is that diversions create a lot of work for RA 
volunteers. The work is shared between a number of hard working group 
footpath secretaries. What must not be forgotten, however, is that the highway 
authority is consulting the RA Somerset Area as a formal consultee not an 
individual footpath secretary. Thus any response needs to take account of the 
policies of the RA and its Area, interpreted, of course, for the particular 
circumstances of each proposal. It is important that the Highway Authority can 
expect some consistency in the response to their proposals for change. I feel, in 
line with RA policy, that there should be a presumption against change unless 
walkers will clearly benefit.  
Most proposed changes to rights of way are not initiated by those with the 
interests of the public in mind.  As a formal consultee the RA is in a position to 
seek to protect the public’s interest.  We should never be afraid to oppose a 
change, or to put forward an alternative which better serves the interest of 
walkers. 
We also need to be careful to differentiate between supporting an order and not 
objecting to it.  We should always make it clear in responses to the council that 
we are simply ‘not objecting’, rather than actively supporting changes unless we 
really do want them.  South Somerset ask us to indicate “support” or “objection”; 
this request has no basis in law and, if appropriate, we should state that we are 
“not objecting”; only if the proposal is of clear benefit should we say we support a 
proposal.  Order making authorities and Inspectors can all too easily presume 
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that a failure to make any comments on a proposal or orders means that the RA 
whole-heartedly supports the planned change. 
 

Particular Issues    
 

Two particular regular themes are evident in the proposals submitted to us for 
comment. These are diversion of cross-field paths and farmyard diversions. 
Cross-field path diversions 
It is often suggested that these are a good idea as it avoids having to tramp 
through crops and field margins are much better. While every case is taken on its 
merits I think the following principles should be used in deciding a response. 
1. The definitive route is an unfenced highway and is often of some age. It may 
cross a series of fields to take a direct line between two points and should not be 
altered without good reason.  
2. Cross-field paths should, by law, be free of crops. It is often said that this is a 
burden on farmers. However some regularly do clear the path, by spraying, 
strimming or using a tractor to provide a ‘tram-line’. This work can easily be done 
when the crop is being attended to. It is also clearly in the farmer’s interest to 
clearly mark the path so that walkers are not left stumbling around in a crop and 
damaging it.   
3. A field edge path gets easily overgrown and is the responsibility of the highway 
authority to clear the growth and how often does this happen? Farmers have no 
responsibility to clear field edge paths and those with Stewardship agreements 
are possibly prevented from cutting field verges (although this does not remove 
the responsibility of the highway authority). How many diversions to field edges 
are easily walkable from June to October, whereas those cross field paths kept 
clear are so?    
 

Farmyard Diversions 
These often arise when a farm becomes solely a residence and is no longer a 
working farm and the path goes through what was the farmyard and is now in 
front of a private house. Farm to farm paths are often very ancient paths and 
should not be lightly altered. However such proposals need to be looked at 
individually. The guiding principle should be: is the new route a pleasant one to 
walk, is it likely to remain free of obstructions and is it as convenient? Such 
diversions may also be of benefit to walkers where going through a working 
farmyard is difficult, especially on dairy farms, provided the alternative is not 
stumbling around the back of various farm buildings. 
 

Conclusion 
I hope that the above ideas will be helpful to the Area Committee and that they 
can support the principles outlined as guidance to group Footpath Secretaries  
 

Carl Earl, Area Footpath Adviser 
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THE WESSEX WANDERER  -  APPENDIX B 
 
GUIDED WALKS FROM STATIONS ON THE HEART OF WESSEX RAILWAY 
(Bristol – Weymouth) LINE 
 
Background        
The Heart of Wessex Rail Partnership (HoWRP) which brings together nine 
local authorities along the line, various community and voluntary groups and First 
Great Western (the current train operator for this line), was formed some years 
ago when there was a threat of the line being closed 
To help increase usage of the line and to hold public transport walks (RA policy) 
primarily aimed at the general public, Peter Gould (Avon Area) approached the 
Rail Partnership to offer a series of led walks from the stations along the line 
(based on the successful RA supported Heart of Wales rail walks).  His offer was 
accepted and the first programme of walks took place in 1995.  These were 
based on the Weymouth bound train times only and were led by members of 
Avon Area 
Over the years, the number of walks offered has increased from a modest start of 
seven to this year’s thirty-three and timings are based on both up and down train 
times now that all four RA Areas - Avon, Wiltshire, Somerset and Dorset through 
which the line runs - are involved.  I am the current Walks Co-ordinator and the 
walks leaders come from within all four Areas.   The programme currently runs 
from early June to late September 
Whilst the RA co-ordinates the walks, a HoW Rail Partnership Officer dealt with 
the professionally produced programme and with its distribution to Tourist 
Information Centres, manned stations along the line and to leaders etc who 
distributed the leaflets locally, such as to libraries. The Officer also liaised with 
the train operator.  However, the funding local authorities within the HoW 
Partnership have advised us that they are no longer in a position to fund the 
walks programme nor to allow the Partnership Officer it currently employs to give 
time to it.   (The future of the Partnership Officer post itself is uncertain after 31 
March 2009 and only increased funding to the Partnership by First Great 
Western has allowed the post to continue to this date) 
 
Association of Community Rail Partnerships (ACoRP)   This is a national 
association, not to be confused with the funding (Heart of Wessex) Partnership 
but which is a member of ACoRP 
 
The Future      
At first it seemed that the withdrawal of funding might be the end of the line (!), 
but the leaders (as well as participants) from all four Areas of the RA wish the 
programme to continue, the leaders are willing to continue to lead the walks 
(indeed are already planning next years), and lots of new ideas have been 
forthcoming on how best to proceed.   I have offered to continue as Co-ordinator 
but of course the main stumbling block is that of obtaining funding.    A meeting 
for the walks leaders has been arranged for Thursday 9 October 2008 to enable 
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us to run through all the ideas that have been put forward and to decide where 
we go from there. 
 
Why should the Walks Continue?     

(a) To fulfil the terms of the RA’s charitable status and offer public walks 
(b) To continue to support public transport – another of the RA’s aims 
(c) Health – this is high on both the Government and RA’s Agenda 
(d) Recruitment – two of the current leaders joined after coming on a WW 

walk and we know that many others join their local group    
(e) To continue to support the use of the Heart of Wessex line 

 
Funding     
Starting afresh it is difficult to know exactly how much funding will be needed but 
I have suggested we aim for £1,000 

(a) The Association of Community Rail Partnership (ACoRP) which, subject to 
funding being available, might offer a £250 grant 

(b) The four Areas of the RA involved – Avon, Wiltshire, Somerset and 
Dorset.   If each Area contributed £150 this would give £600.    I have 
already informally approached the Area Chairman and the Treasurer of 
Dorset Area, and they are receptive to the idea, even though at least half 
of the membership lies in the east of the county served by the Weymouth 
– Waterloo line. 

(c) RA Centrally.   The walks programme for Wales is supported by RA 
Wales, so an approach to Central Office as been made 

(d) The Community Rail Partnership (HoW) needs to give a very small grant 
as a condition of an application to the Association of Community Rail 
Partnership (ACoRP) 

The Dorset Area Treasurer has agreed to allow the funds to go into the Dorset 
Area Account and he will keep it separate from other amounts held.   As you 
know this is already done for the Dorset Jubilee Trail Guide Book and I already 
have a paying in facility 
Wiltshire Area has also agreed in principle to offer some funding.   Avon Area 
has agreed to up to £200 provided the other Areas offer similar sums. 
You may ask why First Great Western is not being approached?  It is proposed 
to ask them to continue to provide passes for leaders and their back-markers to 
pre-walk and lead the walks.  FGW already supports the Rail Partnership with 
funding 
 
What will the funds be used for? 
Programmes  The walks would continue to be promoted on various websites as 
they are at present (RA’s Walksfinder, the Heart of Wessex website, some Area 
and Group  websites).  Perhaps a dedicated website could be set up? 
However, general opinion is that there is still a requirement for paper 
programmes although the format would be much more simple and the numbers 
printed would be greatly reduced (at present 29000 are printed, 21000 of which 
go to the railway stations and Tourist Information Centres, etc).  My rough 



 13 

estimate of costs is that an A4 three fold leaflet, black ink on white paper would 
be £100 for 1000 copies.    If there is no volunteer able to produce by desk top 
publishing, then this may need to be covered and could cost £200 - £300    
A4 Posters  In all probability the number of programmes we could afford to have 
printed would not allow anything like the distribution as at present (even 
discounting railway stations) and posters could be an alternative way of 
advertising the programme 
(As a point of interest the Partnership Officer has advised us that First Great 
Western will not allow leaflets to be placed in their stations if they are not 
HoWRP ones. They only agree to this for Devon & Cornwall and the Heart of 
Wessex Rail Partnerships for leaflets they produce with the agreed leaflet 
branding and "bylines", which are also given an FGW stock code) 
Postage/Stationery   Ten of the current leaders are not on e-mail and therefore 
postage costs are incurred in contacting them.  (This was covered within the 
funding from HoWRP).   Also requests for programmes, although as now 
stamped addressed envelopes would be requested 
Statistics    
Since 1999, leaders have reported back on various aspects of the walks. 

 
Year     Number   Average      Total no’s     *Non RA   Number  Number        No. used    Total 
             of walks   on walks     on walks      members  on first   used train    train in        train 
                                                                                         WWW     in both          one              journeys 
                                                                                                        directions     direction 

1999   19      14  261 
2000   22      12  265  Data not collected until 2003 
2001   19      10 (F & M) 199 
2002   23      19  445 
2003   28      18  493            64   N/K        321    57        378 
2004   31      20  645            83   106        447    79        526 
2005   32      22  688          119     87        426    42        468 
2006   33      18  578          131   104        326    28        354 
2007   34      17  576            98     85        377    59        436 
2008   33      16   517            76     50        322    62        384 
* not necessarily different persons 
 
 

Norman Browne 
Sustainable Transport Officer 
October 2008 
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THE ROLE OF AREA FOOTPATH ADVISER                                  APPENDIX C 
 

The following was AGREED under Agenda item 8, at the Area meeting held on 
28th June: 
  
At the recent meeting of Footpath Secretaries it was agreed that the Area 
Footpath Adviser would concentrate on specific matters relating to proposed 
changes to the path network and the pursuit of deficiencies. He therefore 
receives copies of consultations, Notices of Orders, Orders and Notices of Public 
Enquiries. 
In addition, he is available to assist in applying for Definitive Map Modification 
Orders and the provision of evidence. 
To examine the position from another angle, the following Central Office 
guidance details the main responsibilities of an Area Footpath Secretary : 

1. Report to the Area Council. 
2. Take an active part in encouraging and developing the Area’s team of 

footpath workers and ensuring that everyone knows what they should be 
doing and what statements they are allowed to make and what decisions 
they are allowed to take. 

3. Be responsible for reviewing the training needs of the team and seeking 
the advice and support of Central Office in organising training events and 
materials. 

4. Seek to be a source of expertise on rights of way matters for the Area, its 
Groups and members of the public who seek advice. 

5. Be responsible for keeping other Area officers (particularly the publicity 
officer and news editor) informed of developments in rights of way work, 
e.g., particular campaigns, or successes in re-opening paths or at public 
enquiries. 

6. Be the main point of contact between Central Office and the Area’s 
footpath workers. Always be responsible for advising Central Office of 
changes to Area/Group footpath personnel and for approaching Central 
Office with any request for legal action once Area support has been 
agreed. 

7. Keep details of neighbouring Area Footpath Secretaries and liaise with 
them as necessary. 

8. Seek to ensure that the Area’s footpath workers know the Area’s 
Countryside Secretaries and liaise with them as necessary. 

9. Be the lead officer in all Area rights of way campaigns. 
10. In conjunction with the Area Treasurer, develop the Area annual budget 

for footpath activities and keep it under review. 
Looking at this list, the Area Footpath Adviser will take on responsibility re item 4 
and will work alongside the Area Secretary re items 2 and 3. All the remaining 
responsibilities remain solely with the Area Footpath Secretary. 
 
 


