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Agreed Minutes of Somerset Area Council meeting held 24th October 2009 
 
 
 
Present:  Tony Goverd, President  
   Ann Foxhuntley, Chair 
   Rod Porter, Secretary 
   Jean Mantle, Treasurer 
   Mary Henry, Footpath Secretary & Publicity Officer  
   Edward Levy, Newsletter Editor 
   Jackie Morris, Sedgemoor Group                                    
   Ian Rendall, South Somerset Group 
   Geoff Taylor, West Somerset Group  
   John Ollerenshaw, Taunton Deane Group 
   Marion Davies & Robin Downton, Woodspring Group 
   Diane Knight & Patrick McGreevy, Clevedon Group 
   Guy Emery, S.W.A.G   
                  
1. Apologies:  Gus Halfhide, Trustee and Area Membership Secretary  

   Roger Conway, Vice-Chair 
   Carleton Earl, Area Footpath Adviser 
   Nick Harding and Trevor Evans, Mendip Group 
   
2. Minutes of meeting held 27th June 2009: Agreed. 
 
3. Matters arising: None.   
 
4. Reports:  
Secretary  
Rod reported that he had received e-mails from Dave Patten, a member of Taunton 
Deane Ramblers Group, concerning the South Petherton case. Dave‟s comments were 
in support of the owner of Barcroft Hall (Mr Herrick) and critical of the Ramblers for the 
contributions made towards Peter Kidner‟s legal costs. 
At our June 2008 meeting we were advised that Ramblers Central Office had contributed 
£5,000 and The Open Spaces Society £10,000. We then agreed last October to 
contribute £500 from Area funds. 
Rod has already referred the matter to both Ann and Roger (Chair and Vice-Chair) and 
the recommendation from all three is that we should keep our distance. In the discussion 
that followed, there was general agreement on this.  
However, John Ollerenshaw did comment that this experience shows the need for 
extreme care in establishing full background facts to a dispute and hearing from both 
sides. 
Rod added that Dave Patten had similarly e-mailed Janet Davis at Central Office and 
that she had replied to the comments made. 
AGREED that Area Council acknowledges the comments raised by Dave Patten but (a) 
stands by the decision made last October, (b) keeps its distance from the whole matter, 
(c) leaves Central Office to communicate with the parties involved, and (d) leaves it to 
the Courts to decide the final outcome. 
Rod understands that Mr Herrick‟s appeal is due to be heard in the High Court in 
January.   
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Membership 
Although Gus was unable to attend, he had forwarded a report. This was distributed at 
the meeting and a copy is also attached herewith. 
Treasurer 
As Jean reported at our June meeting, Central Office were considering making changes 
to the budgeting for 2009/10 but at that time she had no details. These came out on 30th 
June together with the necessary forms for Area and Groups. Groups were asked to 
complete and return them to Area Treasurers by 31st July. The forms should then be 
agreed by Area Council and forwarded to Central Office by 24th August. 
Jean spoke to Ann on this and it was agreed not to call an Area meeting in mid-August 
just to discuss this one subject. Jean received all completed forms from Groups and sent 
them to Central Office before their deadline. Apparently the timing will be similar next 
year so we need to discuss whether we should delay the meeting we usually have in late 
June until mid-August next year. 
Previously the budgeting forms have come out with the end of year returns and needed 
to be returned by mid-November. We were therefore able to agree the figures at our 
meeting at the end of October. 
The only other change was that Groups now have the option of receiving £80 plus 60p 
per member - in which case they do not need to complete a budget. Not surprisingly only 
one Group felt they could manage on such a small amount. 
In view of Central Office‟s request that we keep our budget for 2009/10 to a minimum, 
Jean has only asked for £2000 as opposed to £2725 last year. This should not however 
be a problem as we had nearly £3000 in the bank last week and we have already this 
week received half of our 2009/10 allocation.   
Footpath Secretary 
Mary reported that meetings have been held with both SCC and North Somerset Council 
Rights of Way Officers. Matters discussed included Definitive Map Modification Order 
work - „Lost Ways‟ 2026 cut-off date and cross compliance and cropping issues. Fuller 
information is available for Group Footpath Secretaries. 
SCC‟s agency agreements with both Mendip and South Somerset District Councils will 
terminate on 1st April 2010. 
Having sought guidance from Ramblers Central Office, SCC has produced a draft 
guidebook for leaders of volunteer footpath working parties. This is being piloted with 
Mendip Group with extension to the rest of the county to follow.  
The Somerset Footpath Campaign Team has recently focussed on the county elections. 
The campaign newsletter and card for sending to elected county councillors went to all 
Area members. 
Representatives of the Campaign Team met with the new Cabinet Member and Rights 
of Way Officers late in August with the aim of budgetary level for rights of way work 
reaching a level similar to that of a comparable county. Action plans agreed were to take 
up the suggestion of a Somerset Walks Festival and to find any research findings of the 
economic advantages to the NHS of walking for health. Campaign Team representatives 
are helping with both matters. 
Last year it was agreed that Mary contact all local Groups on the scope for extending the 
range of walks on offer. Her report on this is attached and Mary recommends that Area 
reviews the position in a year‟s time with progress reports from each Group.    
Publicity Officer 
The next publicity will be for the Ramblers Festival of Winter Walks - December 26th to 
3rd January. Mary needs, as soon as possible, details of all Group walks during this nine 
day period. 



 3 

All Groups will be receiving from Central Office copies of discount forms for distribution 
to walk leaders. 
Access Officer 
The final stages of the Marine and Coastal Access Bill will take place in the House of 
Commons within the next week. Although the 3rd reading stage could bring change, 
Central Office remains confident that the Bill will receive royal assent in November. 
In mid-August Rod was contacted by BBC Bristol who were planning a television 
programme on coastal access and wanting the views of walkers and landowners. 
However, after an initial flurry of activity, all has gone quiet and, despite „chasers‟, no 
details have been forthcoming on when filming is to take place. 
An anonymous letter has been received claiming that access is to be denied on 
moorland between Minehead, Dunster and Wooton Courtenay. It seems this relates to a 
scheme to fence off land to protect endangered butterflies. However, the general view 
was that (i) there is a statutory requirement to consult re any proposed restriction of 
access and (ii) Rod will make enquiries through Natural England.     
Countryside Secretary 
Rod has received a letter from John Westcott who, because of personal circumstances 
and now over 80 years old, now wants us to find someone else for this position. We very 
much appreciate the work that John has undertaken for us and Rod will write to him with 
our thanks and best wishes.    
Area Holiday 
Owen Star has sent the following report: 
We chose an earlier date, 11th to 14th September, for this year‟s Area holiday on the 
edge of the Cotswolds and were rewarded with superb clear, sunny weather throughout.   
We stayed at the Prince of Wales, a relatively small Shearings hotel near Berkeley in 
south Gloucestershire. The staff were friendly and helpful and, with our party of 70 
virtually filling the hotel, the atmosphere was particularly good. 
The group‟s main contingent came from South Somerset, Mendip and West Somerset 
but there were also ramblers from Taunton Deane and Sedgemoor.  
Finding suitable starting points was a challenge as each day parking for up to 30 cars 
was required in an area where three different length walks could be organised.  
On three of the days we were on the western edge of the Cotswolds, with all walks 
taking in parts of the Cotswolds Way. On Friday we met north of Stroud, above 
Whiteshill, and walked around Haresfield Beacon and Standish Wood and on Sunday 
we started at Crickley Hill Country Park and followed the Cotswold Way through 
Leckhampton Hill. That day the “short” walk turned out more adventurous than intended 
and included an unplanned extension which meant they returned at the same time as 
the long walk! On the last day, Monday, the short walkers had a gentle stroll along the 
canal at Slimbridge while the rest of us braved the early bracing wind up on Dursley Golf 
Course and walked through Nibley and the monument on the hill behind it. On Saturday 
we drove quite a distance to start walks from Chedworth villa. By a huge stroke of good 
fortune there was free entry to the villa that day and almost everyone took advantage of 
it! 
It will be hard to match the value for money and location in 2010 – and surely we can‟t 
expect such weather yet again!  
Many thanks to Owen and Paula for all the time and effort they put in planning and 
organising another successful holiday trip.. 
Area Website 
Owen has nothing specific to report but Area Council members were asked whether they 
had any comments. Mary was concerned that, once agreed, Area minutes were placed 
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on the website and therefore publicly available. After some discussion, it was felt that 
open reporting was beneficial. 
Mendip Group 
The past few months have been rather eventful with the Group holding yet another very 
successful walking festival during the August bank holiday weekend attracting well over 
five hundred walkers over the three days .  
We have also had a rather busy time with the committee as our secretary resigned her 
post in late August. However after a few re-arranged meetings the situation has been 
rescued for the time being until our AGM on the 7TH November 2009 at the Britannia Inn 
Wells.   
Sedgemoor Group 
There was a full programme of walks for the June to October period.  
A group of 20 spent a week walking the Gower Peninsular in June and enjoyed superb 
walking, good weather and a very comfortable hotel. Chairman Tony managed to rescue 
two sheep, who were very grateful as he saw them following him on a few occasions! 
Thanks again to Edward Levy for arranging an excellent walking holiday.  
Swanage was the destination for the Summer Outing at the end of June and a choice of 
three walks led by Edward Levy, Paul Willetts and Esme & Brian Gilling gave everyone a 
chance to enjoy an excellent day out.  
July 19 saw a well attended walk and annual  summer lunch. 
Jenny Fawle arranged the overseas walking holiday to Turkey this year. This was a 
„tailor made‟ holiday with Kaunos Tours, a small and friendly company who specialise in 
outdoor activities, based in Dalyan, South West Turkey.  Our wonderful guide Murat put 
together a full 2-week walking programme for us and our group of 14 enjoyed some 
wonderful and strenuous walking with spectacular views.  We stayed in 4 very different 
hotels, including log cabins in a rural village within the Lake Bafa National Park, and the 
final two days were spent walking the Lycian Way. The entire holiday was a real Turkish 
cultural experience and several of us are now planning our return to Turkey so that we 
can walk more of the Lycian Way.  
South Somerset Group 
Since the last Area meeting in June, South Somerset Group‟s walks have been well 
attended.   
There has been one social event which was the Summer Supper on 23rd July.  It was 
well attended after the end of two walks held during the latter part of that afternoon. The 
next event will be our Christmas dinner on 10th December. 
West Somerset Group 
We have had a full programme of walks throughout the summer and have had several 
members from other Groups joining us while on holiday. During the autumn we are 
having a dinner, a coach outing to Westonbirt Arboretum and a Christmas walk followed 
by lunch. 
Taunton Deane Group 
During the summer months and continuing until the end of October, the Group has 
offered four walks during the walking week.  
Notable events have been the completion of the Macmillan Way West (from Castle Cary 
to Barnstaple) by the all  day walkers; completion of the Liberty Trail in short stages by 
the half-day Sunday walkers; a Group holiday in the Shropshire hills in August, and a 
Group holiday in Turkey walking the Lycian Way. 
Forthcoming events are a quiz night, pre and post Christmas dinners and the 
commencement (for the third time) of walking the South West Coast Path. Members of 
other Groups wanting to join stages of this epic walk should contact John Lowe on 
01823- 490400. 
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„Rambling In Somerset‟ - The walks book sub-committee are nearing completion of this 
mammoth project with final drafts being studied and digital mapping techniques being 
mastered. The Group plans to publish now in the New Year with an attractive discounted 
offer in the next edition of the Somerset Rambler. 
Woodspring Group 
Good walking numbers have been maintained with our two Sunday walks per week, the 
monthly midweek walks and our summer evening walks. 
The Group completed the 100 mile Samaritans Way in July, ending with a celebration in 
Lynmouth.  Our next „Way‟ walk is the Coleridge Way, to be done in 5/6 sections. These 
will be mostly circular walks after an initial linear one. We have found the logistics of 
linear walks a challenge but one that is overcome by walkers‟ support. 
Two very enjoyable Group holidays this year – a week in Austria and a weekend in the 
Elan Valley.  The hard work in arranging the Austria week is greatly appreciated and 
once again we can thoroughly recommend the Elan Valley Lodge to other Groups, 
excellent walks, leaders and facilities. Filling the Lodge with the Group contributes 
particularly well to the enjoyment. 
Successful new venue for our barbeque at our local Rugby Club.  An enjoyable evening 
that we hope to repeat next year at the same venue. 
Despite the great efforts of a new member of our committee it has not been possible to 
set up our Footpath Maintenance working party. Meetings have taken place but no 
progress. Situation currently seems to be „don‟t ring us we‟ll ring you‟. However, after a 
three months wait, Martin will be contacting Richard Phillips at North Somerset Council 
to enquire about the possibility of any further progress. 
The setting up of our Group website is almost complete.  We hope to launch this at our 
AGM on 15th November. 
Clevedon Group 
Even if membership numbers are dropping, we feel encouraged that the number of 
people taking part in our walks has increased and is being maintained. 
We don‟t know whether it is discouraging or encouraging that there are (many) others 
who feel as we do about the present situation in the Ramblers. We thought we were 
alone in being unhappy with the events which are taking place. It is hoped that members‟ 
concerns are being recognised and that remedial action will take place. 
We couldn‟t make the necessary complement to have our coach-outing-walk to 
Lynmouth, so it was necessary to cancel the event.  
The weather was fine for our beach party bar-b-q but, at this stage, I am not able to 
comment on our Halloween event, except to say that some people are having to be 
encouraged to „dress-up‟ and take part. 
Our walks for December and January are not yet collated, so we have missed the 
submission date for the Festival of Winter Walks. Nonetheless, in advertising our 
programme locally we will draw attention to the Festival. 
Plans are already in hand to contribute to the Baton Walk - the walk to be in January and 
with focus on the history of the area of the walk. 
We learnt last month that John Priest had died. He was an enthusiastic Chairman for 
some years, could always be relied upon to lead an interesting walk and has left us with 
many memories. 
S.W.A.G. 
The current walking and social programmes must rate as the best yet with a full calendar 
of walks and varied social excursions. Sunday walks continue to be very popular with 
attendance consistently into double figures.  
In order to encourage members to become walks leaders, we've introduced a buddy 
system whereby members can joint-lead their walks with somebody from the committee 
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or a seasoned leader. Although in its infancy, this appears to be a promising strategy 
with 3 buddy walks on the current programme. 
November will be the SWAG AGM and we have two vacancies on the committee 
(Publicity and Walks Programme Secretary). Our Membership Secretary has told me 
that we're up to 72 members and we're confident that we'll be able to fill these posts 
without a problem. 
Legs Explore 
Ramblers have asked for a contribution from the Group to the research which is being 
undertaken by the Oxford Walking Recruitment study. 
Legs Explore has been asked to comment on Ramblers material for its Walking With 
Children project in Bolton. 
Turn-out for the last programme of walks was low and offers on a more localised basis 
and different in nature are suggested. 
Mary recommended that an approach be made to our local Groups to look into the 
interest in offering specific family events. When the outcome is known, decisions can be 
made about the Legs Explore Group.  
 
5. Proposal to cancel the insurance policy arranged through BTCV: Central Office 
has carried out its regular review of insurance arrangements - public liability cover most 
relevant to led walks and personal accident cover available to members undertaking 
practical work.  
To date, Somerset Area has also obtained insurance cover through BTCV but, with 
improvements now made to the Central Office arrangements, we must consider whether 
the difference between the two schemes continues to warrant the BTCV premium cost of 
£300 per annum. AGREED that the BTCV cover be cancelled under advice to them 
together with a request for any return premium due. 
Full details of the revised insurance arrangements can be found on the Ramblers 
website www.ramblers.org.uk/Volunteer/AreaGroup/Basics/Insurance   
Rod asked Council members to ensure that their Group committee has a downloaded 
copy of the Ramblers Insurance Guide and that they are aware of the relevant 
procedures and conditions, e.g., details of those Group members who take part in 
practical work to be advised to Central Office. He will also be writing to Group 
Secretaries on this subject. 
 
6. Discussion on general concerns: The following papers had been distributed ahead 

of the meeting - 
 Ann‟s report on meetings of South West Chairs 
 Letter from Rodney Whittaker, Ramblers Chairman 
 Details of the Concerned Ramblers meeting in Sheffield 
Much discussion took place and it was apparent that the various concerns expressed 
were common to us all.  
AGREED that Somerset Area supports the Concerned Ramblers in their campaign and 
call for - 
 Immediate review of the present RA strategy document „Fresh Air Firm Ground‟ 
 Rights of way and access to be major RA focus 
 Legal work to be resumed immediately 
 Immediate review of all rights of way policy 
 Immediate review of Promoting Walking 
 Details of substantial financial transactions over last two years to be made 
 available 
 Open democratic style of government 
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 Review of the RA‟s interpretation of its requirements as a charity 
It was also AGREED that - 
 We advise Concerned Ramblers of our support, asking them to keep us informed 
 of progress and how we can assist and provide input, and  
 We inform Central Office of our decision. 
Meetings are being held around the country to help improve communications between 
Central Office, the Board of Trustees and Areas and Groups.  
Our ‘local’ meeting is at Bath on Thursday 19th November, 5.00 to 7.00 p.m., and both 
Rodney Whittaker and Chief Executive Tom Franklin will be there. 
Please note that it is essential to book a place and full details are on the Ramblers 
website.  

 
7. Considerations re Annual Reports, AGMs and 2010 meeting dates:  
Area Annual Report 
Rod would like all Officer and Group reports to be sent to him by mid-November please. 
As we need a new Access Officer and also a Countryside Secretary, Rod will include the 
relevant job descriptions in the Annual Report. 
Each Group‟s quota of the Annual Report booklet will be available for collection at the 
next Area meeting on 9th January and the deadline for receipt by all Group members is 
29th January. 
Annual General Meetings   
Groups are now entering the AGM season and will hopefully find a full complement of 
volunteers officers. Please note that any change of officer should be advised to Central 
Office and a data protection consent form completed for any „new‟ volunteer. This can be 
done electronically through the Ramblers website. 
As previously advised, the Area AGM will be hosted by Sedgemoor Group at Spaxton 
Village Hall on Saturday 13th February. As usual a morning walk will be arranged with  
the AGM starting at 2 p.m. and Trustee Gus Halfhide being the guest speaker. 
2010 Meeting dates 
The new timetable for submitting annual budgets to Central Office raises the question of 
whether the timing of Area meetings needs to be changed. AGREED that (1) Area 
continues with its current pattern of meetings (early January, end March, end June, end 
October) and (2) the Area budget figures are agreed by e-mail communication between 
Area officers and Group representatives.   
 
 
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 12.15p.m. 
 
 

******************************************************** 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS :  Membership report 

 
   Mary Henry‟s report „Range Of Walks - Broadening The Base‟ 
 
 
 
Following the above decision re Area meeting dates, the Tauntfield meeting hall 
has now been booked for Saturday   9th January, Saturday 27th March, Saturday 
26th June and Saturday 30th October. 


