
Minutes of Somerset Area Council meeting held 27th March 2010 
 
Present:  Tony Goverd, President  

   Ann Foxhuntley, Chair 
   Roger Conway, Vice-Chair  
   Rod Porter, Secretary 
   Jean Mantle, Treasurer 
   Mary Henry, Footpath Secretary & Publicity Officer  
   Edward Levy, Newsletter Editor  
   Gus Halfhide, Membership Secretary (and RA Trustee) 
   Les Stather, Mendip Group 
   Tony Fawle, Sedgemoor Group 
   Ian Rendall, South Somerset Group 
   John Ollerenshaw, Taunton Deane Group 
   Marion Davies & Diane Smith, Woodspring Group 
   Diane Knight & Patrick McGreevy, Clevedon Group 
   Jon Baxandall & David Tate, S.W.A.G. 
             
1. Apologies:  Rod Senior, Sedgemoor Group 

   Ruth Goodland, South Somerset Group 
   Geoff Taylor, West Somerset Group  
      
2. Minutes of meeting held 30th January 2010: Agreed. 
 
3. Matters arising: Updates were given on two items referred to in the Secretary’s 
report at 4.a -   
(i) John has submitted walk details to Central Office re the proposed guidebook 
commemorating the Ramblers’ 75th Birthday. The route he decided on was a linear walk 
of 11 miles from Wheddon Cross to Luxborough.  
(ii) Rod obtained a quote from Wessex Malthouse re letter headings and compliment 
slips. However, we simply can not justify the cost of local printing when all relevant 
features can be downloaded from the Ramblers website or, in the case of compliment 
slips, created through a centrally arranged PDF facility.   
Additionally, re item 5.a - TF & RW’s Road Show at Bath, Roger stated that exactly the 
same comments could be applied to the event he subsequently attended at Exeter. 
 
4. Reports from Area Officers & from Groups: A request was made that reports to 
this meeting be kept to urgent matters only. This will maximise the time available to 
discuss the motions to General Council. 

a) Secretary: A consultation paper re the Ramblers’ Business Plan was received from 
Tom Franklin on 15th March. This was forwarded the same day to Area Officers and 
Group representatives so that its content could be read and digested ahead of our 
meeting. The deadline for Area’s response is 30th April. AGREED this be discussed as a 
separate item at the end of our agenda. 
b) Treasurer: Our 2008/09 accounts and 2009/10 budget figures were reviewed by 
Central Office and have received full ‘sign off’.  
c) Footpath Secretary: The Somerset Footpaths Campaign Team’s meeting has been 
deferred awaiting budgetary information from Somerset County Council. This is now 
expected to be available the later part of April. 
d) Taunton Deane: The new booklet ‘Rambling In Somerset’ goes to print next week.  
e) Legs Explore: Mary is arranging some family walks and trying hard to keep it alive.  



 
5. Instructions for delegates to General Council: A copy of the final motions to 
General Council was distributed ahead of the meeting and good discussion took place 
on each one.  
Several motions reflected our own concerns at what has occurred in the last twelve 
months, the main issues being the sudden realisation of a desperate financial position; 
the resulting redundancies that particularly effected Central Office’s campaign staff, and 
the problems that have beset the CRM system. Our only reservation was with the calls 
for various reviews. These would incur additional costs and staff / volunteer workload at 
the very time that such resources are scarce and what would they necessarily achieve? 
AGREED that our delegates should act as follows - 
Support motions 1, 2, 8, 10 and 14 
Vote against motions 3, 4, 5, 7, 12, 15 and 16 
Use their discretion re motions 6, 9, 11, 13 and 17 
The final motion, number 18, calls for the proposed coastal trail on the Mersey estuary to 
extend upstream on both sides of the river as far as the first bridge with pedestrian 
access. While this was supported, the question was raised as to why it should relate only 
to the Mersey. AGREED that we submit an amendment whereby motion 18 be extended 
to cover all river estuaries.   
 
6. Future management of the Area website: Les Stather, Mendip Group’s Secretary, 
has volunteered to take over the Area website www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
He would like to use an alternative, easier way of uploading walk programmes through 
Central Office’s Walk Finder facility and will be contacting Group Programme Secretaries 
with full details on this. 
All amendments for the website should now be sent to les@mendipramblers.co.uk but 
not too many photos as yet. Les is looking at a Facebook facility for these.  
 
7. Volunteer Situations Vacant: Continuing with the good news, Edward Levy (Area 
Newsletter Editor and Sedgemoor Group stalwart) has volunteered to take on the 
additional task of Area Publicity Officer. 

Our grateful thanks to both Les and Edward for stepping forward and also to Mike 
Beveridge of Mendip Group who is now organising this year's Area holiday. 
Unfortunately, there are remaining vacancies at both Area and Group level and we must 
find more pro-active ways to recruit for these. 
There is a new Vacancies page on www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer. However, the current 
layout seems poor and the general view is that it would be of no real use to us. 
 
8. The Ramblers’ Business Plan:  As mentioned above, this consultation paper was 
received only 12 days ago. It includes a great deal of detail and numerous proposals, 
several of which identify increased tasks and commitments for volunteers. 
With little time for discussion at this meeting, AGREED that individual comments be sent 
to the Area Secretary in sufficient time for him to collate them and send a response to 
Central Office by the deadline of 30th April.  
 
9. Items for discussion at the next Area meeting on Saturday 26th June: These will 
include a report back from General Council and an update on the rights of way position 
in the light of expected cuts in local authority funding. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 12.15 p.m.   


