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DRAFT Minutes of Somerset Area Council meeting held 30
th

 June 2012 

Members Present: Ann Foxhuntley,  Chair. 

 Roger Conway,  Vice-Chair. 

 David Thompson,  Secretary. 

 Edward Levy,  Treasurer. 

 Paul Wright,  Footpath Secretary. 

 Diane Smith,  Newsletter Editor. 

 Kaye Savory,  Sedgemoor Group. 

 Ruth Goodland & Mervyn King,  South Somerset Group. 

 Robin Downton,  Woodspring Group. 

 Kate Turner,  S.W.A.G. 

 Graham May,  Taunton Dean. 

 Keith Oldham & Anita Dale, Clevedon Group. 

 Mary Henry,  Independent Member. 

 Adrian Kellett, SWF Steering Group (non voting). 

Apologies: Les Stather,  Webmaster. 

 Gus Halfhide,  Mendip Group. 

1. Minutes of meeting held 31
st
 March 2012: Agreed. 

2. Matters arising:- 

a. Reference item 6b – Appointment of an independent examiner of the annual accounts.- 

Edward Levy advised the council that Terry Sheenan, from Taunton Dean group, has 

volunteered to take on this role.  Terry is employed by HM Revenue and Customs as a 

VAT examiner.  He examines traders books and records so is more than capable of 

taking on the role of independent examiner for Somerset area. Terry was unanimously 

accepted by council members. 

b. Reference item 6c – Finding a representative for the Exmoor Consultative Parish 

Forum. Paul Wright has volunteered to take on this role. A unanimous acceptance from 

the council members. 

3. Reports from Area Officers & Group Representatives:-These had been distributed to Area 

Council members ahead of the meeting (e-mail dated 25
th

 June and posted on 27
th

 June.).  In 

addition to the report provided by the Treasurer, Ed Levy supplied the council with a forecast 

of the Somerset Area Budget for year ending 30
th

 September 2013. The estimated reserves 

held are above the permitted 80% . It was proposed that members discuss with their respective 

group committees on identifying requirements to assist in reducing the current reserves. Bids 

to be put forward for discussion at the next council meeting.   

 As part of their 10 year anniversary celebrations SWAG's publicity officer, Kate 

Turner, arranged for Rob Jones of Flock 92 Productions to film a walk. Rob joined the group 

walking around Cheddar on a lovely sunny day in Spring. The SWAG committee is currently 

finalising the editing of the short (2 minute) film and it should be viewable on youtube and 

via the web site later this year. 

Post minute note:- The video has just gone live on youtube. 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxk5H6HOu0U.  Please pass this round to your groups 

for information. 

All other reports from Officers & Groups were accepted and there were no actions 

arising. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxk5H6HOu0U
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4. Somerset Walking Festival:-The 2
nd

 report, along with the Feasibility Study ITT (Invitation 

to Tender) and  accompanying papers, from the Project Leader, Mary Henry, was provided to 

Council for discussion. After some debate  in which members of the steering committee were 

able to provide sufficient evidence to cover many of the council concerns.  Council members 

were asked to approve the three recommendations. All three recommendations were carried 

with 12 votes for and 2 abstentions.  The Steering group will now proceed with the ITT.  It 

was proposed that should there be a requirement for consultants to discuss any issues with 

groups should contact each group  secretary in the first instance. 

5. Guest Speakers for the next AGM: A recent email from head office detailing guest speakers 

from Ramblers to attend area AGMs during the year.  A list of possibilities was given and, 

after discussion, 3 names were identified:  Benedict Southworth (CEO), Eugene Suggett 

(senior policy officer) and Paul Butler (Director of finance and operations)  The request will 

be put forward for our next AGM on Sunday 10
th

 February 2013. (Post minute note- the 

minutes of the last AGM state that it was left to Council to discuss the reason for the poor 

attendance and review the next date. Consideration needs to be taken into whether the 

proposed date falls in with half term as this may have been a reason for the poor attendance). 

6. The Role of Somerset Area:-Prior to the last meeting there was some concern put forward as 

to whether an Area Council was needed.  3 items of concern were put forward. 

a. What is the role of Area compared to the role of a Group? 

b. How should each of the area officers work with their counterpart officer in each group? 

c. How can we retain current members and encourage new members to join? 

After some debate it was agreed that Area Officers should get together to try to identify ways 

to involve groups more and for the Area Council to act more as a central point of information.  

There is also a need for Groups to try to provide more information in their reports.  These 

reports should cover more than just the occasional visit; instead they should provide details of 

any issues they may have or items of concern so that Council can take action.  It was accepted 

that before the next Council Meeting a list of ideas should be produced by Council Officers to 

try to identify a way forward on these issues. 

7. Cheddar Chair Lift.:-It was proposed that, in the absence of a Countryside Officer, Area 

should consider making a response, on behalf of the Ramblers, regarding the introduction of a 

Chairlift up Cheddar Gorge.  It was agreed that Mendip/Sedgemoor Groups should put joint 

objections forward to Area.  The Area Footpath Secretary has offered to advise if required.  It 

was also suggested that communication with The Mendip Society/ Parish Council may help 

with this issue. 

8. Awards for Services: With regards making any awards to recent Area officers advice was 

sought from head Office.  This was received but deemed unhelpful.  It was therefore agreed 

that Area go ahead with the original proposal and seek a National Award. 

9. AOB:  

a. There are 7 places still available on the Somerset annual holiday to Symonds Yat.  

Groups are requested to contact their members to fill these places otherwise additional 

cost may be incurred.  

b. An email from head office has recently been issued to all area and group secretaries 

containing details of forthcoming meetings with the CEO and Chairman. Details have 

been passed to Council for dissemination to group committees. It was agreed that this 

would be a good idea for members to try to attend one of these meetings at the various 

venues.  

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 11.58a.m.  


