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Draft Minutes of Somerset Area Council meeting held 18th January 2014. 

Members Present: Gus Halfhide  Chair. 
 David Thompson  Area Secretary and Woodspring. 
 Edward Levy  Treasurer and Sedgemoor Group. 
 Paul Wright  Footpath Secretary. 
 Carlton Earl Area Footpath Advisor. 
 Diane Knight Area Membership Secretary. 
 Joan Gubbin Newsletter Editor. 
 Les Stather  Webmaster and Mendip Group. 
 Mervyn King South Somerset Group. 
 Ruth Goodland South Somerset Group. 
 Shirley Jeffray West Somerset Group. 
 Robin Downton Woodspring Group. 
 Sue Shewan Clevedon Group. 
 Anita Dale Clevedon Group. 
 Philip Bisatt Taunton Deane Group. 
 Tony Fawle Sedgemoor Group. 
 Mary Henry Independent and SWF Project Manager. 
Non member: Adrian Kellett SWF Steering Group  

1. Apologies: Roger Conway  Vice-Chair. 
 Lindsey Haigh S.W.A.G. 
 Guy Emery S.W.A.G.  

 Prior to commencement of the meeting the secretary advised council that Kate 
Turner, the S.W.A.G representative, stood down at the last SWAG AGM.  The secretary 
would like to thank her for her contribution to area council and wishes her well for the 
future. This was acknowledged by council. 

2. Minutes of meeting held on 18th January 2014:- The minutes were agreed and 
signed.  

3. Matters arising:-  

a. Item 4d – Information request from area membership secretary to group 
membership secretaries. This was clarified by the area membership secretary 
who has a list of all group membership secretaries. 

b. Item 4d - A further question regarding whether welcome packs were given to all 
new members.  This was clarified by the chair who said welcome packs were 
sent out from central office. The chair also believed group membership 
secretaries provided additional welcome packs. 

c. Item 4d – Lack of response from groups to area membership secretary. 
Clarification was requested on which three groups responded to a questionnaire 
to groups membership secretaries regarding welcome packs. The membership 
secretary supplied the details. West Somerset, Sedgemoor, Mendip, Taunton 
Dean were the only respondents. 

d. Item 6 – Future of the area newsletter. Concern was raised regarding the lack of 
communication between area and groups. This was taken as a further item for 
discussion later in the meeting. 

e. Item 4e. - Area web reported as out of action.  The web master confirmed that 
everything is now back to normal and the area web is fully functional. The fault 
originated at the Ramblers end, not area. 
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f.   Item 6 – Action on council to provide a list of points of contact for items for the 
newsletter. It was agreed that the group reports would be supplied to the 
newsletter editor to enable her to glean pertinent and interesting information for 
the newsletter.  

g. Item 8 – Council members were urged to persuade their groups to provide items 
for discussion.  This has not happened to date.  The chairman re iterated that 
without this two-way dialogue area are unable to function fully.   

h. Item 7 – The main aim is as a Charity. Our main objective should be to promote 
a national body with the aim of protecting the environment.  Council were 
advised that the aim of individual members to join a group is to go for a walk 
and that is their main objective. The chairman agreed, although the aims of the 
Ramblers is as a charity to protect the environment.  

i.  Area footpath secretary’s report identified County Councillor Harvey Suggs.  
The correct name is Harvey Siggs.   

4. Reports from Area officers and Group Representatives:-These had been 
distributed to Area Council members ahead of the meeting  In addition to the reports, 
the following information was given: 

a. The Treasurer  - Nothing further to add. The secretary asked if funding could 
be found to upgrade the area newsletter to a colour supplement.  A rough 
costing for upgrading is estimated at double the cost e.g. from £200 to £400 per 
issue. It was agreed to have an instant vote for or against the motion to spend 
the extra funding on a colour newsletter. 4 voted for. 4 voted against.  The 
chairman had the casting vote against the motion.  It was agreed to have a 
discussion at the next meeting. 

b. The Vice Chairman. Nothing further to add. 

c. The Footpath Secretary An addendum to the report from the recently held 
meeting with Somerset County Council and the chairman and the footpath 
secretary is provided:  "The County Council said that the FPs in Mendip are 
much better than elsewhere in the county so will in future use Mendip resources 
to work on the northern parishes of S Somerset. They will also get the wardens 
to help out more in the south.  
It was agreed that Ramblers could help out by finding places for storage of 
finger posts and metal gates (if secure). It would also be a help if we could 
supply photographs of completed work. 
SCC agree to arrange a meeting so that wardens and team members could 
meet and sort out any problems. 
Ramblers expressed concern at the number of "no action" faults that were being 
recorded by area wardens on the CC database. SCC agreed to look into this 
but as the database was undergoing a review we might have to wait until that 
was completed so that there was more choice available in the response to a FP 
problem. 
Finally it was agreed that wardens should inspect footpaths as an overall 
walking experience rather than just recording faulty stiles, gates etc. For 
example the use of electric fences and footpaths through cropped fields. 

d. The Membership Secretary Nothing further to add. 

e. West Somerset  The chair of West Somerset, Ann Foxhuntley, will be retiring 
shortly and a replacement is being sought. 
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f.  S.W.A.G. A copy of the report was supplied to council. 

g. Nothing further to add from any of the other groups. 

5. Somerset Walking Festival Update:- The SWF project manager covered the report 
supplied.  The options for consideration were discussed  Votes were taken for 
support of each of the options: 

a. Mini festivals – 8 for, 3 against, 6 abstained.  

b. Extensions of Walking for health walks. – 5 for, 2 against, 10 abstained. 

c. Each group should consider introducing additional health or bridging 
walks, with or without help from area. This is considered the fundamental 
criteria of Ramblers and was therefore voted unanimously for the option. 

The votes were taken to support, in principle, the above options. No funding is to be 
allocated at this point in time. 

6. Somerset Area Footpath Committee Report:- The footpath secretary had earlier 
provided his statement at item 4 and there was nothing further to add. 

7. Area Media Officer:- The proposed role for an area media officer was provided and 
accepted by council.  There was one concern regarding the overall area of Somerset, 
which should include North Somerset.  These are two separate areas politically but it 
must be encompassed by the media officer when dealing with the media.  This was 
accepted.  When asked if anyone was willing to volunteer to take on the post the first 
question raised was whether area needed a media officer. This was unanimously 
agreed that the post was required. Carl Earl then volunteered and was accepted. The 
new media officer was asked to draw up a draft set of Terms of Reference and a 
communication for the chairman to send to all groups as an introduction to the post.   

8. New Format for Report Writing:- The response to the chairman’s letter to all group 
reps. covering the procedure for writing the group reports was considered a success 
with most of the groups providing greater information to area. When asked if the 
reports would be put into the area newsletter it was agreed that reports would be sent 
to the newsletter editor who would ‘cherry pick’ information of interest for inclusion 
into the newsletter. The concern over the possibility of an increase in postage due to 
an increase in size and weight of the newsletter was alleviated when it was shown 
how much can actually be put into the normal 2nd class postage.     

9. Ramblers General Council Meeting (GCM) March 2014:- A requirement for 
volunteers to attend the general council was given out.  At this point only the 
chairman stepped forward.  The secretary provided an overview of the GCM to the 
council. The supply of the motions for discussion and directive to vote is considered 
very late this year. There will be no time to get council to vote before general council 
convenes.  It was agreed that the secretary make a formal complaint to central office 
regarding the tardiness in supply of the motions. Once received, they are to be 
distributed to council for comment, with the final decision being made by the 
delegates to vote accordingly.  Should there be any contentious  points, council will 
hold an extraordinary meeting to decide the vote. The secretary has taken the action 
to formally complain to central office on the very late distribution of the motions to 
areas. 

10. The AGM:- The host for the next AGM has confirmed everything, apart from the 
walk, is in place for the AGM at Henton Village Hall, Henton.  Final preparations for 
the guest speaker from central office is yet to be confirmed. 
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11. Requirement for a new Area Secretary:- The secretary first of all apologised for 
having to give up the post after just 2 years due to family commitments. All other 
current council members present have agreed to stand for further year.  The 
membership secretary is concerned the post has deteriorated since all membership 
figures are supplied directly to the groups. She has said she is willing to continue to 
provide some form of cohesion between groups and area. The secretary has taken 
an action to ask the vice chairman if he wishes to stand for a further year.  The 
footpath secretary has advised everyone that he will continue for a further year but 
intends standing down in 2015.  It was agreed that some form of nomination form 
should be produced and supplied with the newsletter to every member in Somerset 
area in time for the AGM. 

The chairman stated that there is a need for an area secretary and has said he will 
be writing to all group chairs and secretaries to inform them that, without an area 
secretary, area will be unable to function and area council may cease. Council were 
advised to ‘use whatever means of communication available’ to try to communicate 
to all members the need for a secretary to come forward. 

Post minute note:- The vice chairman has agreed to stand for a further year. 

12. Items for discussion at the next council meeting:- To discuss the format for the 
newsletter. The report from General Council.  The results and report from the AGM. 
The Somerset Walking Festival report on the way forward.  

13. Date of Next meetings:- 26th April 2014, 12th July, 18th October,17th January 2015.  
Post minute note:- These dates have been booked with Taunton Deane Council. 

14. AOB:-   

a. Council were advised that non-members are coming along for a short walk 
but are unwilling to pay to join Ramblers.  It was suggested that a small one 
off fee per walk is charged.  After discussion it was agreed that the question 
should be put to central office as a motion.  Mendip have been actioned to 
put the motion forward. The motion is to be put to council for approval prior to 
sending to central office in time for the next GCM. 

b. Concern was expressed as to why members are not advised when their 
membership is due to expire.  The chair has said this is a question for our 
guest speaker at the AGM. 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 12:10 

 

Agreed and signed  

 

Date: 

 

 


