
Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 17th October 2015 

Members Present Gus Halfhide Chair 
 Mervyn King South Somerset 
 Ruth Goodland South Somerset 
 Carl Earl Area Footpath Secretary 
 Paula Ruddock Mendip 
 Robin Downton Woodspring 
 Les Stather Webmaster 
 Shirley Jeffray West Somerset 
 Joan Gubbin Newsletter 
 Tony Fawle Sedgemoor 
 David Thompson Woodspring 
 Gerald Swayne West Somerset 
 Mike Plaskitt Secretary 
   
1.Apologies   
 Ed Levy Guy Emery 
   
 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on the 15th June  2015 

The Minutes were accepted with the following corrections: 

Robin Downton’s name spelt incorrectly. 

3. Matters Arising  

Paragraph 9.  The division between Woodspring and Clevedon has been resolved, and a process 

agreed to deal with diversion orders etc. 

Paragraph 12.1.  Taunton Dene will still get printed copies of the newsletter. 

4. Treasurers Report  

There is nothing to add to the report presented. 

5. Footpath Officer 

In addition to the report: 

Somerset have still not resolved the situation at Lovington, and the Footpath Officer will give them 

till the end of the month and, if no progress, issue a section 130 request. 

At the meeting of footpath secretaries, a number of footpath defects that affect the network were 

highlighted, and the council will be informed that if nothing is done to overcome these section 130 

orders will be raised. 

The deregulation Act, requires regulations to tell you how to operate it.  We are awaiting the 

regulations regarding footpaths.  Ramblers are represented on the committee advising the SofS on 

the regulations, and it is likely that they will be published in February 2016.  All unregistered ROW 

not claimed by 2016 will be deleted. 

The County Council are promoting an Adopt a Path scheme to ensure that paths are kept open, and 

we should be encouraging this.  Details are available on the Somerset web site. 



Cropping is a major problem at this time of year. It is a condition of the Rural Payments Agency that 

farmers who receive payments keep paths clear.  It was thought that only the Highways Agency 

could report farmers that did not comply, but Headquarters have confirmed that anyone can report.  

It is only where the blockage is persistent, and must be reported to the highway authority.  

Where the land is leased, the landowner is still responsible. 

The Footpath Secretary will formally ask Somerset how many cropping orders have been raised this 

year. 

        Action Footpath Secretary  

Membership Secretary   

The Chairman has taken on the role, and circulated a report for this meeting. 

It was suggested that a letter from Area should be sent out to new members. 

Report from Somerset Local Access Forum has been circulated.  A plea was raised to spell out initials, 

as they make the report unintelligible to the uninitiated. 

Valedictory for the retiring Vice Chairman.  It was agreed that the Secretary would send a Thank You 

card with a £25 book token from Somerset Ramblers. 

Group Reports 

Only Woodspring had anything to add to the reports presented. 

Woodspring are celebrating 25 years next year, and are redoing some of their best walks.  A report is 

being produced by North Somerset Council showing how valuable the Woodspring working party has 

been. 

28 members had been to Yorkshire for a successful walking week. 

6. General Council Issues 

This item is now closed. 

7. West Somerset 

The group report covers what is going on, and is a positive update.  The Chair designate attended the 

meeting and added his views to the report.  It was suggested that he report back to his group on the 

things done by other groups. 

8. Area Walking Weekend 

Roger has produced a report which the Chairman summarised. 

The weekend went well with one or two minor issues.  Most people thoroughly enjoyed the walking 

and the venue was excellent value.  However it was unfortunate that the meals were not eaten 

together, and there was no venue large enough to accommodate all for socialising and briefings. 

2016 Walking Weekend 

Originally Roger Conway was going to organise the weekend, even though he is no longer a member.  

However Rod Carne has come forward and offered to organise the weekend, leading a team of 4.  

Discussions with R Conway at St Maws showed that this would suit all parties.   



The Committee accepted the proposal that the weekend would be organised by Rod and Peggy for 

the venue, Les Stather for the walks and Chris Vowles for the entertainment. 

The weekend would be 14th to 17th October, probably in Newquay. 

A policy statement has been drafted and agreed with Rod, copy appended to these minutes. 

The policies were agreed with the exception of the membership requirements.  The rule was 

changed to give members priority. 

9.  AGM 

The Chairman summarised the posts to be filled, and invited comments on his proposal to rotate the 
chairmanship around the groups.  It was generally agreed that the groups would not like to be 
coerced in this way, and that the idea should not be pursued.  A consensus emerged that we should 
try and provide experience.  It was agreed that the Chair would serve for one year, then the 
Secretary would take over.  This would provide continuity and would carry on for subsequent years. 

On this basis the following agreed to stand: 

People willing to stand: 

Chair   Mike Plaskitt 

Secretary  David Thompson 

Treasurer   Robin Downton 

Footpath Secretary Carl Earl 

Webmaster   Les Stather 

Membership Secretary Les Stather 

Newsletter  Joan Gubbin 

Examiner of Accounts (to be confirmed) 

It was further agreed that the post of Vice Chairman would be left vacant, as in the absence of the 
Chairman, any other officer could deputise, unless someone came forward at the AGM. 

 

Date 13th Feb 2016 at Staplegrove Village Hall  

10. The Chairman has updated HQ on the people on the area committee. 

11. AOB 

The labels for the programmes have not arrived, members were asked to give their addresses to 
Joan so that they could be posted. 

Next year Sedgmoor will celebrate 40 years by holding a walking festival in June. It was suggested 
that they contact Martyn Hart, the Mendip Festival organizer, at martyn@hart87.plus.com  

12. Walkfinder Presentation 

 

The long promised walkfinder presentation was finally given and the meeting closed. 

mailto:martyn@hart87.plus.com


12. Date of the next meetings: 

23rd January 2015 

11th June 2016 

22nd October 2016 

at 10:00 at Tauntfield Close, Taunton 

12.1 To review the feasibility of electronic distribution 
of the Area newsletter 

Taunton Deane Complete 

24.1 Groups to report the required by date for the 
area newsletter to Joan 

All Complete 

15.1 Secretary to investigate event insurance for the 
area walking weekend 

Secretary  

15.2 Secretary to investigate the Charity Commission 
rules on the legitimacy of activities supported by 
charities. 

Secretary  

 

  



Annex A  

Area Walking Weekend Policy 

The proposal for the 2016 Area Walking Weekend is: 

Friday 14th October to Monday 17th October in Newquay. 

Approximately the same cost as 2015 (+£10?) 

Team of 4 to organise. Already volunteered. 

Negotiation/lead 

Admin 

Walks 

Entertainment 

Essential rules : 

 Area Weekend to be self-funding. 

 Starting from 2015 any surplus from the walking weekend to be accounted within the Somerset 

Area accounts as a separate line, to facilitate future use as contingency funding. 

 Deposits to be received before they need to be paid to the hotel 

 The payment scheme must ensure that the money is received before we become liable to the 

hotel (this may be earlier than we need to pay the hotel, see contract Ts&Cs. 

 All funds (income and expenditure) to be processed through the Somerset Area bank account? 

 Priority is to be given to Ramblers members and their partners. 

 All leaders must be members of the Ramblers. 

 The designation Area Walking Weekend should be used in all correspondence to make it clear 

that this is promoting walking and so within the aims of the Ramblers. 

 People are responsible for their own insurance. 

 Deposits and payments are non refundable, unless the vacancy is taken by others. 

 Walks to be entered on walkfinder, and local Ramblers allowed to join but asked to notify the 

walk organizer.  

 

 

 

 


