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Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 11
th

 June 2016 

Members Present: Mike Plaskitt Chair 

 David Thompson Secretary 

 Robin Downton Treasurer 

 Carl Earl Area Footpath Secretary 

 Les Stather Webmaster and Mendip 

 Phil Bisatt Taunton Deane 

 Shirley Jeffray West Somerset 

 Maggie Thompson Woodspring 

 Reg Young Woodspring 

  

1. Apologies: Joan Gubbin Newsletter Editor 

 Tony Fawle Sedgemoor 

 Guy Emery S.W.A.G. 

  

2. Minutes of the meeting held on the 23
rd

 January 2016 

The Minutes were accepted: 

3. Matters Arising  

 Action 23.1  To report to the secretary the date for the opening of the coast path. – Footpath 

Secretary.  The footpath secretary and West Somerset confirmed that the South Coast footpath from 

Minehead to Brean Down was opened on 16 March 2016.  There was an excellent opening 

ceremony at Doniford Farm Park visitors centre with approximately 80 guests. 

 The secretary reported that the next part of the Somerset route, from Brean Down to Uphill 

was almost complete but we are awaiting the building of a bridge across the River Axe at Brean 

Down. It is not sure who is responsible for this but it is believed it may be for Sedgemoor.  The 

footpath secretary has agreed to look into it. 

Post minute note: A message from the project Manager at Somerset Rights of Way: ‘I am working 

with Natural England on the next stretch from Brean Down to the county boundary with North 

Somerset (the River Axe). Across the Axe is a sluice which is maintained by the EA. We are in 

discussion with them about public access across the sluice (not previously possible) and what 

works are needed to make it suitable.  

Additionally there are plans to develop a cycle route between Weston super Mare and Brean which 

may also utilise the sluice-this is a separate project to the Coast Path but part of the cycle route will 

coincide with the proposed cycle path’. 

 Action 23.2 To find the requirements for a walk leader to be covered by Ramblers 

insurance. – Secretary. A copy of the ‘Civil Liability Insurance’ (October 16-Sep 16) A Guide for 

Ramblers Areas and Groups. The document was provided by the secretary and relevant parts of the 

document were read to the council. The insurance cover exists to give protection to individuals in 

the case of a claim being made against them by a third party (such as a landowner, a member of the 

public or another ramblers member.)  

The cover applies as long as: 

 The activity is an official Ramblers activity organised by a group or area committee. 

 The activity is led or organised by a Ramblers member and/or a volunteer registered by 

Ramblers staff. 
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 The activity is publicised, as a Ramblers activity, in advance in at least one of: Group Walks 

finder, a printed programme or the Group/area website. 

It was agreed this document covered the requirements in the action.  

Action 23.2 closed 

In addition to the report: Action 17.1– Cropping issues.  This was considered closed but 

there was no minuted report.  The footpath secretary provided the following statement from the 

Somerset Council senior rights of way officer (maintenance):- ‘We have 19 repeat offenders on this 

year’s mail out list who will receive a letter in January, plus 17 previous offenders who have had 2 

years of compliance since the previous ploughing/cropping.  These will receive a reminder letter’. It 

was accepted that there have been no prosecutions to date.  All cropping issues should be reported 

to Somerset in the normal way as any footpath problem. 

4. Treasurers Report  

It has taken over two months for Unity Trust bank to authorise the changes of signatories to 

the Area account. This has been reported to Christine Grant at Ramblers HQ who mentioned that 

there have been a number of complaints regarding Unity. Christine was meeting with Unity on 27
th

 

May. The issues seem to have arisen since the take-over of Unity by Nat West from The Co-op. 

Budget packs have been received electronically from the Finance Office and distributed to 

the groups. Groups should send their completed budget to the Area Treasurer by 22
nd

 July. Groups 

do not need to submit a budget if they only require the basic allocation of £95 + 96p per Group 

member. The Area Treasurer is expected to send Area and Group budgets to Central Office by 31
st
 

August.  

The third instalment of funding to groups was paid on 22
nd

 April. 

Deposit of £80.00 paid for coach hire on Area Holiday. 

Current Area account balance stands at £5050.79 with a cheque of £82.40 to be presented. 

The trailer, that has been passed to Woodspring on a ‘Long Term Loan’ from area, has been greatly modified 

to enable Woodspring to transport the heavy machinery and equipment to the places requiring repair/ 

replacement of gates etc.  A photograph of the fully reconditioned trailer will be supplied for the next council 

meeting.  

5. Reports from Area Officers and Group Representatives 

The secretary reported that all but 2 reports had been submitted.  Taunton Deane advised 

council that he had sent it on 29
th

 May but would re submit it again. South Somerset were not at the 

council to provide any report.  

Post minute note: Taunton Deane have re submitted the report which will be sent to the 

newsletter editor for inclusion with the other reports. 

a) Newsletter Editor. At the time of the meeting the newsletter editor was away 

walking the Pennine Way. Joan will return on 26
th

 June and will endeavour to provide the 

newsletter in time for the next issue of all group programmes. 

b) West Somerset At the last meeting council was advised that there was no 

treasurer.  The group is now happy to report that a treasurer has been found and should be 

taking up the post at the next group AGM. West Somerset now have a complete committee 

except for a footpath secretary. The chairman accepted that with having a chair, secretary 

and treasurer the group is on the right footing to continue. 
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The footpath secretary has, in the past, sent all diversion orders to a point of contact 

in West Somerset but has been receiving no response from the POC.  Council were advised 

that this POC has since given up the post and is no longer accepting any correspondence.  

All footpath issues should in future be sent to the chair for action. 

Council were advised that an updated Somerset web is now operating and all 

members should be encouraged to use the reporting system.  The secretary will contact the 

newsletter editor with the view to including an article regarding the use of the reporting 

system in the next newsletter. 

c) Footpath Secretary. Further to his report, the secretary advised council of a 130 

application.  A path in South Somerset which has been an obstruction for approximately 20 

years.  After considerable attempts to get this obstruction cleared it was decided to raise the 

130 application.  For the benefit of new council members the footpath secretary provided an 

overview of a 130 application process and procedure. Council were asked for a vote to 

continue with the application.  This was carried unanimously. 

There have been issues in the past regarding cropping issues which farmers have 

continuously failed to reinstate paths after ploughing or crop sowing.  There is a very limited 

amount of personnel to report these issues so the footpath secretary has asked council to get 

there footpath secretaries to report any cropping issues directly to him and he will act on 

behalf of Somerset.  A note will be given to the newsletter editor for insertion into the next 

newsletter. 

Access to ‘access land’ comes under a different legislation to the usual rights of way 

access.  This has caused an issue on a PROW to open access land on the Mendips near 

Rodney Stoke.  This particular path has been completely blocked by the farmer.  Mendip 

group has been trying to resolve this problem but there are a number of legislation problems 

which stops them opening the path.  Mendip has advised council they will continue to fight 

this particular issue, first by communication with the authorities, then going to the elected 

representative.  Further actions may well need to follow up, including possible involvement 

with the media. 

Action 0616.1 Mendip to write to Somerset County Council 

to provide reasons why the blockage has not been cleared.  

Further actions may need to take place. 

The footpath secretary will ask the newsletter editor to include an article regarding 

‘Lost Ways’. He has asked all groups to include this issue in their meetings. 

(d) Membership Secretary. Figures have shown that Ramblers membership has 

reduced by 1% whereas Somerset has reduced by 3%.   

Concern has been raised regarding some groups not putting their group walks on the 

Ramblers Walkfinder.  South Somerset, apart from their Sunday walks, are not putting 

anything else on the Walkfinder.  The secretary has voiced concerns regarding the lack of 

communications with South Somerset. 

It was accepted that membership is in decline and the current membership is getting 

older.  However, the reason for inserting all walks onto the Walkfinder was to advertise 

walks for anyone.  Many members have said that they have had walkers from other regions 

who have been in the area and found walks to do. 
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It is agreed that, while there is a slow decrease in Ramblers members, there has been 

a very large increase in health walkers.  There appears to be no way forward to 

amalgamating health walkers with Ramblers walkers. 

(c) Taunton Deane  Have advised council that the group will be producing another 

calendar in 2017. 

There was nothing further to add to the group reports. 

6. General Council  The secretary gave a brief report on events at General Council. As 

everyone now knows, the CEO announced his resignation at the GC. It was not stated why 

but it is assumed there is a difference of opinion between himself and the Board of Trustees 

over the Governance issues.   

One of the most important motions was regarding the Rights of Way network: General 

Council believes that not enough action had been taken to implement the motion carried 

overwhelmingly in 2011 which called upon the Board of Trustees to ensure that Ramblers 

have sufficient expert staff deployed to fully protect the Rights Of Way network.  The 2011 

situation still prevails so Council again calls upon the Board to ensure that there is an 

adequate number of staff working on Rights of Way to reflect the high priority attached to 

the work by the Ramblers.  It is vital that resources are made available for staff recruitment, 

training and development in this core policy area.  This was voted overwhelmingly for.   

A question regarding the outcome of the Big Pathwatch was asked.  The results have yet to 

be provided.  There will be a further edition of Big Pathwatch, albeit in a different version, 

in the coming months.   

A draft report from GC is attached at the end of these minutes. 

The secretary informed council that everyone is allowed to put motions forward and we 

need a process to inform everyone what they need to do.  It was agreed that details should be 

put into the newsletter so everyone will have an understanding of how they should bring a 

motion to the council. 

7. Ramblers Walking Festival 2016 Question from the secretary – Do we need to progress 

with the walking festival, as put forward by the Ramblers, or is the Mendip walking festival 

sufficient to satisfy the requirement?  It was agreed that the Mendip festival is identified as a 

major event which meets all the criteria given out from central office (except the actual date) 

therefore no further action will be taken.  The secretary has already advised central office at 

a recent visit to the offices. 

8. Area holiday A report was provided stating that progress towards the area holiday to 

Newquay was running according to plan with no perceived problems. All walks will be on 

the web. The organisers are now looking at a possible holiday to Aberystwyth in 2017. 

9. Date for the 2017 AGM West Somerset were very disappointed with the exceptionally 

low turnout at last year’s AGM.  The secretary advised council that he had discussed this 

issue with central office and they accepted this is not an unusual occurrence. Clarification on 

funding for AGMs was provided.  Sedgemoor is the next on the list for hosting the AGM in 

2017.  The secretary will contact Sedgemoor asking for their acceptance. 

It was agreed that there is no requirement to have a speaker from central office.  The host 

group will look for a guest speaker 

Post minute note:  Sedgemoor have agreed to host the AGM and will discuss at their 

next committee meeting in July. The date, around February 11
th

 +/- 1 week , and the venue 

will be provided before the next council. 
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10. AOB  There was no AOB 

11. Date of the next meeting 22
nd

 October 2016 atTauntfield Close, Taunton 

The meeting closed at 12:03. 

17.1 To ask Somerset County Council how many 

cropping orders were raised in 2015 

Footpath 

Secretary 

Closed 

23.1 To report to the secretary the date for the 

opening of the coast path 

Footpath 

Secretary 

Closed 

23.2 To find the requirements for a walk leader to 

be covered by ramblers insurance 

Secretary Closed 

0616.1 Mendip to write to Somerset County Council 

to provide reasons why the blockage has not 

been cleared.  

Further actions may need to take place 

Mendip  
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General Council 2016: informal report  

This informal report on the sessions held at General Council 2016 is provided to help delegates 

report back to their areas pending the distribution of the draft minutes. The report will be updated as 

new information available.  

Introduction session opening remarks and welcome  

Ramblers’ chair Des Garrahan updated General Council on highlights of Ramblers activities over 

the last year.  

Benedict Southworth the chief executive updated General Council on the previous year’s progress 

on the strategic framework. He reflected on the progress since his 100 day review of the charity four 

years ago.  

He announced his resignation. A statement on this is available here: Benedict stands down as CEO - 

Ramblers.  

Informal governance discussions  

Delegates took part in an informal governance discussion based on the proposals set out by the 

Board in January 2015. The results are outlined below.  

Delegates were provided with a summary of the results of a survey of areas and groups undertaken 

by the Board and a report outlining a summary of the problems relating to areas and group. The 

reports are included below.  

First session of Council  

The minutes of General Council 2015 were approved.  

Alex Mannings Ramblers’ Honorary Treasurer presented the annual report and accounts. Alex, 

together with senior management, gave a presentation with the financial figures expanded, together 

with the impact of the spending.  

The annual report can be found here: http://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/our-finances.aspx 

 and the impact report can be found here: http://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-

run.aspx.  

 

Questions were taken on the annual report.  

Crowe Clark Whitehill was appointed as auditors.  

Actions taken to implement 2015 resolutions and outstanding resolutions from previous years were 

reported.  

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/our-finances.aspx
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run.aspx
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run.aspx
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Elections  

The current vice presidents were re-elected.  

Kate Ashbrook became a vice president automatically as a former president. The position of 

President is currently vacant.  

The following were elected vice president:  

Jonathan Kipling  

Brian Reader  

Dave Morris  

The following were elected as Trustees:  

Kate Ashbrook  

Roy Hunt  

Robert Peel  

The following were elected to the agenda committee:  

John Esslemont (Chair)  

Peter Carr  

Liz Lawie  

Sylvia Popham  

Clare Wadd  

Motions  

Following debate, General Council passed the following motions:  

[1] Special resolution to amend the Memorandum and Articles of Association and Standing Orders  

[3] Ordinary Resolution: Amendment to Standing Orders paragraph concerning the automatic 

allocation of new members and affiliates to Ramblers  

[1*] Non distribution of background notes at General Council (late motion)  

[4] Getting the Governance review back on track (amended motion)  

[5] Governance of areas and groups  

[6] Governance review (amended motion)  

[7] Communication  

[8] Rights of way network  

The following were remitted to the Board due to lack of time for debate (The Board will now 

consider the motions):  
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[9] Enhancement of Ramblers Policy on Rail Crossings and Rights of Way  

[10] Shared Use Policy Guidance – update needed  

[11] Lost Ways  

[12] Family Membership  

[13] Barcode on membership cards  

General Council 2017 will be held in Southampton on 1 and 2 April 2017.  

Draft minutes for General Council 2016 will be communicated in the General Council papers for 

2017.  

End 


