
Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 21st October 2017 
 
Members Present:  

  David Thompson Chair 

  Les Stather Secretary. Webmaster, Membership 

  Robin Downton Treasurer 

  Shirley Jeffray West Somerset 

  Maggie Thompson Woodspring 

  Reg Young Woodspring 

  Gerald Swayne West Somerset 

  Mavis Monahan Somerset Rambler Editor 
Apologies:  

  Carl Earl Area Footpath Secretary 

  Philip Bisatt Taunton Deane 

  Mike Plaskitt Mendip. 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 17
th

 of June 2017  

The Minutes were accepted  

 

Matters Arising 
 
SYW Internal Dispute  
The issue referred to in the last minutes regarding the internal dispute within the SYW group 

that had been passed up to ramblers head office has been closed. Ramblers followed their 

dispute procedure and requested the disputing parties to submit the nature of their dispute in 

writing. Neither party did so. 

 

Post meeting comment. The secretary recommends that Somerset Area follows these 

procedure below in future. 

 

1. Please submit a complaint by email or letter to the Somerset Area Chair, setting out your 
reasons for complaint and what outcome the complainant is seeking.. 

 

2. The Area Chair or theirer delegated officer will acknowledge the complaint either by email or 

by letter, and refer the complaint to a ‘responsible officer’ who will be identified in the 
acknowledgement, and will be the person charged with investigating the complaint. Please note if 

the complaint is about the Chair, it will be referred to the Secretary to put into procedure. 

 

3. The responsible officer will open a file on the complaint and will deal with the complaint in the 
manner they consider most appropriate, referring to Ramblers policies and procedures. This will 

include having an open mind, ensuring that all parties have an opportunity to explain their case, 

and asking for any further information from yourself that they may need. 

 
4. On completion of their enquiries the responsible officer will communicate the decision to you and 

place a record of their decision on file. This will normally be within 10 working days of the complaint 

being received. If it is likely to be longer, this will be communicated to you in advance. 

 

5. In communicating the decision to you, they will also let you know of how to appeal against 
their decision, if you wish to do so. This appeal will follow the process outlined here 
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer-zone/about-volunteering/complaints-procedure.aspx 
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Coastal Path  
The route of the Coastal Path through our area has been agreed with Natural England. This has 
now to go to consultation. 

 

High Ham  
This case was lost. Details are in the Area Footpath Officers report. David, after consultation with 

Carl, is considering writing to ramblers CEO.  
Post Meeting Note. . Central office is fully aware of the situation and we are advised to leave 

this case alone as we could jeopardise any other issue that may come up. 
 
 
 

Reports from Area Officers and Group Representatives 
 

a. Footpath Secretary:   Report attached as Appendix I 
 

b. Treasurer’s Report attached as Appendix II.  
Our bank balance is high due to left over funds from the Area Walking Festival 

donation we never spent. We are not asking for very much money from the 

ramblers next year and so this balance will reduce.  
All returns have been received from groups apart from SYW. Robin is chasing 

these. David will write to SYW requesting the date of their AGM and will attend. 
 

c. Membership Secretary Report attached as Appendix III.  
Membership down 2% on last year compared with a 1% drop nationwide. West 

Somerset Group is the only group in Somerset that has increased its membership 

Shirley commented that only a few years ago this group was struggling to get 

people to sand as officers. She stated that since Gerald has taken over the group has 

improved significantly. 
 

Taunton Deane’s membership has dropped the most. They are struggling to get 

people active and form a committee. Publicity has increased but this has not resulted 

in new members. David asked if anything was being done to encourage Health 

Walkers to walk with the ramblers. Taunton Dean has not looked at this. A 

discussion took place exploring why. The only conclusion arrived at was that the ag 

profile could be rather high with no members under 60. 
 

 

d. Sedgemoor Report attached as Appendix IV 
      

e. West Somerset  Report attached as Appendix V 

 40
th

 Anniversary next year. 

f. Mendip.  Report attached as Appendix VI 

g. South Somerset Report attached as Appendix VII. 

 SAGA walking holiday leaders are not qualified to carry out First Aid 

h. Woodspring Report attached as Appendix VIII 
       

Woodspring Ramblers are going to St Anton in Austria at the end of August 2018. 

There are a couple of spaces. A single room from 25
th

 August for two weeks and a 

twin room from the 1
st

 of September for a week. Flights are from Bristol. If anyone 
is interested then contact David. 
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i. Taunton Deane Report attached as Appendix IX 

 It Taunton Dean’s 25
th

 Anniversary next year and plans are being made to celebrate 

 it.   

j. Somerset Young Walkers.No Report Received. 

 .   
 

The Use of Nonmembers of the Ramblers as Volunteers.  
We expressed our concern to head office that ramblers were using nonmembers as 
volunteers. Ramblers responded that they were trying to increase their reach to attract 

volunteers. We clarified with ramblers that even people on working parties do not have to 
be members. 

 

Area Support  
Richard Sharp has been appointed as our Area Support Manager. David found that some 
of the tools they are using may not be covered by the ramblers insurance. He has informed 
Richard of this. 

 

 

Les is in contact with Richard Sharp re the lack of understanding in groups of the 
necessity of Area. We feel that this is resulting in people not putting themselves forward 
for area positions. 

 

Next General Council 

The next council will be held at Bangor on 7
th

 and 8
th

 April 2018 and Maggie 
Thompson showed interest of being a delegate. 

 

 

English Coastal Path.  
This was discussed earlier in the meeting. Les is trying to ensure that all local 
ramblers groups agree the path that Natural England is proposing. 

 

Meeting Dates for Next Year 
 

13
th

 January, 16
th

 June and 20th October. 

Groups need to ensure that they do not have conflicting items in their programme on 
these dates 

 

Walk Leader Checklists. 
 

Groups were asked to take away copies of the new walk leader checklist and in case of 

emergency card and discuss them with groups and determine how many copies are required. 

 

The meeting closed at 11:50. 

 

Action Who 
  

Approve Dispute Procedure Next 
 Council 

 Meeting 
  

Chase Richard Sharp re communicating role of Area to Groupd LS 
  

Provide David with number of Walk Leader Checklists required All reps 
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Appendix 1Report of Area Footpath Secretary – October 2017 
 
 

 

1. Use of Ramblers Volunteers in Somerset County–Following the County Council elections in 

May there is a new Cabinet Member responsible for Rights of Way, Cllr John Woodman. A 
 

meeting with him involving me, with the Area Secretary (who has long experience of 

working parties), was arranged with him for 4
th

 October to discuss the considerable input 
 

Ramblers can provide for the County’s rights of way. Pete Hobley Head of RoW also 

attended. We stressed the important role Ramblers can play in maintaining and publicising 

the County’s Rights of Way for recreation, exercise and tourism. Cllr Woodman 

acknowledged the importance of volunteer input to the maintenance of the County’s RoW 

and agreed that the RoW team should involve Ramblers in volunteer work of all kinds. We 

stressed that appropriate financial recognition for travel should be provided for the 

Groups undertaking work. Cllr. Woodman thanked Ramblers for their involvement in 

supporting the RoW. We then continued the meeting just with Pete Hobley and discussed 

the issue of expenses. It was recognised that a fair, but standard system was required that 

was also easy to operate. Pete Hobley agreed to talk to Tracy Sutton, his Volunteer Officer, 

and produce a draft agreement based on an appropriate payment for each working party, 

but paid quarterly. Payment would be to the Group, who can then decide how to disperse 

the money. 
 
2. Other matters discussed with Pete Hobley – in addition to the Section 130 matters (see 

below) the issue of cropping and the County’s response was discussed. It was suggested that 

RoW produce a short article on how the County deals with the matter and how Ramblers can 

best help for publication in the Area Newsletter. The long running missing plank bridge and 

severely overgrown section beyond on path WN 31/4, Yarlington was raised. Pete said the 

matter was in hand and he undertook to up-date me on the situation. 
 
3. Coastal Path – Discussions with Natural England seem to be going well for the path west 

from Minehead and West Somerset Group is fully involved. Problems still remain with the 

route in Woodspring, but it is hoped that recent meetings that have been arranged will 

help resolve problems. The route of the path on the south side of the River Axe has 

caused some problems with restrictions for wildlife being required. The Sedgemoor FPS 

has been involved in this and is satisfied that a reasonable solution is being proposed by 

Natural England. The public footpath to the former ferry site near the river mouth will 

remain (it was proposed that it be removed as a definitive RoW and we objected). This 

retains the option for a future ferry service to be provided across the river mouth. 
 
4. Section 130 Applications – The outstanding problem in Lovington is still not resolved and Pete 

Hobley reported that he has one objector to the proposed diversions (which we had agreed) 

and if he could not be persuaded to withdraw SCC would proceed with a diversion Order . The 

long term obstructions to path WN4/6 in Brewham were now being investigated with the 

County negotiating two diversions, although one landowner was reluctant. I have asked for an 

up-date on this. The problem at Barwick related to a blocked 
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path across school grounds. A solution is being investigated by the local County 
Warden and will be discussed with the relevant Group FPS. 

 

5. Deregulation Act – Due to Brexit the new guidance regulations on amending the 
definitive RoW map are still on hold. 

 
6. Claim for Path at Blue Anchor – West Somerset Group FPS has put in a claim for a very 

popular, but unrecorded path, recently blocked at Blue Anchor, based on claims of 20 

years unobstructed use. This claim has been registered by SCC. However given the long 

time-scale in dealing with applications and the fact that the definitive route uses the beach 

below high-tide mark, compared with the claimed route, there are clear safety 

considerations in resolving this issue early. Accordingly we have requested that the County 
 

Council bring forward the consideration of this application and this request will be 

considered at a Council meeting on 5
th

 October. Despite support from some councillors 

the Committee did not agree that this application could be brought forward under present 

county policies, given the large number of other claims, that may of similar merit, await 

consideration. Over 100 people have recorded that they regularly walked the claimed 

route without obstruction for over 20 years and there is strong local support from 

residents and local councillors for the path to be recorded as a public RoW. It will also 

improve safety for the many visitors to the area. Attempts to agree a permissive solution 

with the chalet owners has not been successful. In view of the large local support and the 

safety issues of the current routes using the beach below high tide mark I will be 

suggesting that after 12 months from the date of application we should apply to the 

Secretary of State to require the County to consider the application as is provided for in 

the legislation. 
 

7. High Ham Appeal – the appeal by Ramblers against the Order to close a short section in High 

Ham of a long ridge path was heard in July. Ramblers were represented by a RoW expert, 

funded by Head Office and British Horse Society. Unfortunately the Inspector decided against 

us and agreed to close the short section of a long ridge path in High Ham (the rest of the path 

in Aller is not disputed). We believe that this decision is illogical and could also lead to 

attempts by landowners to close long established paths. Ramblers has received counsel’s 

advice about the likely success of an appeal to the High Court as the case could set a 

dangerous precedent. The advice was that only a 50% success could be advised. The risk would 

be that, if we failed a clear judicial precedent could be set to apply to other similar cases. A 

request has been submitted to the Secretary of State to review the decision, but Ramblers 

Head Office must then decide if the matter can be taken further. 
 
 

Appendix II Area Treasurer Report October 2017 
 
 
 

Group and Area Budgets for 2017-18 have been submitted to HQ. 
 

I am confident these will be approved as four of the Somerset Area groups requested the Basic funding 

with the other three requesting amounts between £600.00 and £880.00. 
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I anticipate the Area expenditure for 2017-18 to be near £700.00 with the Group funding at £3313.00 

bringing the total close to £4000.00. As mentioned in my June report the Area currently has funds well 

in excess of its annual expenditure and in order to reduce the surplus I have only requested £1500.00 

thus reducing the surplus by £2500.00. 
 

 

Note. 
 

The above does not include income and expenditure associated with the Area Holidays. 
 
 
 

The final funding payment for 2016/17 was paid to the groups in late July. 
 

 

Annual return forms for the FY ending 30
th

 September 2017 were received from HQ and distributed to the 

Groups early in September. Completed forms to be returned to the Area Treasurer by 25
th

 October. 
Audited is not required at this stage. 
 
 
 

The final payment to the hotel for the Stratford Upon Avon weekend was made early in September. 
 

 

At the FY year end (30
th

 September) 
 
Current account balance £7361.37 
 

Main £3750.71 Self-funded £3610.66 
 
 
 

Self-funded is the accumulation from Area holiday. There are further payments to be made for the 

Stratford weekend. 
 

Robin DowntonSomerset Area Treasurer 
 
 
 

Appendix III Membership Secretary Report 
 
 

 

Ramblers Membership  104,694 

 

Down 1% from Last year 

 

Area Membership down 2% on last year  
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Appendix IV Sedgemoor Ramblers 
 

This summer we have enjoyed a full programme of walks with new walk leaders stepping up to the 

challenge of leading a walk. 

 

In May we spent a long week-end in Dorset, staying at Eypes Mouth. There was a choice of 2 walks on each 

of the 3 days. Other members, not staying, travelled down to join us on the walks and we were able to enjoy 

the stunning views and bluebells in full bloom. 

 

In June we held our second 2-day Quantock Walking Festival, joined this year by Stowey Walking. We were 

successful in being awarded a community grant from Sedgemoor District Council to cover the cost of a bus 

to take walkers to the start of the some of the walks. Tea and homemade cakes were available to enjoy on 

their return. There were 3 walks each day to choose from, including a historical walk led by Stowey Walkers. 

The festival was well attended with a number of walkers from Kent and Bucks joining us. Although the 

Festival was well advertised, we were disappointed in the lack of local support as we had hoped it would be a 

way to encourage and increase membership but this was not the case. 

 

Our sociable Summer Lunch following a short walk in the morning was as popular as ever and enjoyed by 

all who attended. 

 

The annual summer outing in July was well supported and a large group of members and friends travelled by 

coach to Devon, enjoying a choice of three walks along the River Exe to Dawlish, with time to enjoy a meal 

before leaving for home. 

 

Summer evening walks from April were very popular, as always, and finished in August with a walking 

treasure hunt around historical Bridgwater followed by the traditional pub meal. 

 

Membership remains static at 147. 

 

Our working party has been active repairing stiles and clearing paths and volunteers continue to do valuable 

survey work for Somerset County Council. 
 

 

Tony Fawle 
 

Sedgemoor Chairman 
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Appendix V West Somerset Ramblers 

 

This has been another successful year for West Somerset Ramblers. A steady increase in active 

members over recent years has ensured a good attendance on rambles, as the Group continues its 
programme of Saturday full day walks and Wednesday half day walks. Numbers have grown on 

Wednesdays, and these walks are attracting newly retired Ramblers, as well as members with only 
a limited time to spare. 

 

A forthcoming coach trip to the National Trust’s ‘Tyntesfield’ Estate, with three different walks on 

offer, is already fully booked. Forty seven members have already signed up for a three day walking 
weekend in Weymouth next March, and there are ambitious plans for a long weekend in the Brecon 

Beacons under discussion for summer 2019. 

 

The review of West Somerset Ramblers’ website is receiving interest and favourable comments 

from members. In 2018, West Somerset Ramblers will be celebrating 40 years of walking together  
in this beautiful country.  Watch this space! 

Shirley Jeffray 

 

Appendix VI Mendip Group 
 

 Membership
At the 1st of September our membership is 325 up by 10 from this time last yearr 

 Working Party Report
The working party remains very active and is out virtually every week. 

 Walking Festival 
Mendip Ramblers hosted a very successful weekend of walking. Based at Butleigh near 

Glastonbury more than 100 people joined in on each of the 3 days of the free event. 

Some walked further than others, with the keen types walking on all three days, but all 

were rewarded with tea and cake, and sunny dry weather. On all walks there were fine 

views of the Somerset countryside, and some welcome shady woodland walking 
 

Although most walkers were reasonably local we enjoyed the company of people from other  
parts of the UK including Dorset, Berkshire, Hertfordshire, Manchester and Sussex.  Some  
were trying out walking for the first time, and there were children and dogs. All of this was  
possible because of the help and support of the Butleigh community and the efforts of many  
Mendip Ramblers members - the planners, tea and cake makers, car parkers, walk leaders,  
and the unseen efforts of the Mendip working party who repair the stiles and gates and keep  
the footpaths open.  
. 

 

Holidays. 
 

Earlier in the summer some members walked in Snowdonia and climber Snowdon, others completed 

the first 40 miles of The Dales Way, and the regular Monday, Thursday and Sunday walks were well 

supported. 
 
 
 

Now as we move into the late summer and autumn season the new Mendip Ramblers programme is in 

full swing. Some will be hoping to prolong the summer in Brittany, some enjoyed a breakfast walk with 

west Wilts Ramblers, there's another Festival (Somer Valley Walking Festival), and Mendip volunteers 

will lead walks for Rambler visitors from Berkshire. If this all sounds exhausting 
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there's always a short “cup of tea” walk on some Mondays. Or you could try your luck at the horse 

racing! There really is something for almost everyone. 
 
 
 

Les Stather 
 
 
 

Appendix VII South Somerset Ramblers 
 
 

 

Membership shows a reduction in line with Ramblers Association numbers. Our joint chair, Roger Cripps, 

believes that the Ramblers still have an image problem, after talking with non-members on a recent HF 

holiday. 
 

Over the past two years successful rambling holidays run by Saga to Montenegro and Italy were organised 

by John Oliver. It transpires that the Saga walks leaders are not trained or authorised to carry out First Aid, a 

point to bear in mind. 
 

We regularly hold two walks on Thursdays of differing lengths and a longer walk on Sundays. 
 

Our annual summer supper was once again held at the Long Sutton Golf Club. 
 

The Working Party led by Roger Cripps has been out several times including joint days with Mendip and 

Sedgemoor. It appears that work will be coming through more regularly thanks to new coordinator of 

SCC, Tracy Sutton. There are issues regarding payment of mileage expenses by SCC that remain to be 

resolved. Carl Earl is working on this. 
 

The Group will be holding its annual Christmas Dinner for members on Thursday 7 December at the 

Muddled Man, East Chinnock, which has served us so well in the past. 
 

We are grateful for the continuing support of our Committee. 
 
 
 

Appendix VIII Woodspring Ramblers Report October 2017. 
 

Woodspring has just returned from an excellent week of walking in the Peak District. A total of 50 

members joined the group with the majority staying in Newton House which is just north of Ashbourne. 

Other members were in guest houses, cottages and their own caravans. From a choice of two led walks per 

day plus a selection of self led walks the group clocked up over 150 miles of routes in the surrounding 

Dales and countryside. The weather was a little inclement but nothing to deter the group. One excitement 

during the week was the fire in the hotel gardens. This initiated from a greenhouse in the neighbouring farm 

going up in flames. The surrounding trees caught fire which then ignited the two tanks of kerosene 

supplying the hotel central heating. Luckily there was no major damage to the hotel but it could have been 

worse if the large gas tank adjacent to the kerosene tanks had exploded. A number of cars had superficial 

damage from ash and oily water but were cleaned after a run to the car wash. 
 

Our thanks to Mary and Martin Raines, our organisers and main leaders for the week. To manage 

such a large group and provide a huge amount of walks to satisfy everyone requires a considerable amount 

of organising and planning. We are now planning our weekend holiday on Dartmoor in May and our one to 

two week holiday in Austria next August/September. 
 

The group continues with a full programme of walks and social events with a number of new walk 

leaders joining. 
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The footpath maintenance team have now installed over 170 pedestrian gates, kissing gates and a 

number of bridges. The team goes from strength to strength with about 17 members spending up to 5 hours 

every first Tuesday of the month. 
 

A number of our walk leaders have been setting up a series of shorter walks with the aim of 

introducing the health walkers into the group. It is early days and there have been a few issues regarding 

membership but the group is working very hard to try to integrate health walkers into the Ramblers. We 

are also trying to tempt those members who now find the longer walks too much. It is hoped to have more 

information on progress at the next report. 
 

Membership currently stands at just under 200 which is similar to the last six months. 
 

David Thompson 
 

Chairman, 
 

Woodspring. 
 

Appendix IX Taunton Deane Group Area Report 
 
 
 

21st October 2017 
 

The Group has continued its established programme of four walks per week, with added variety such 

as staged coverage of the Coleridge Way. 
 

The Group Chairman, John Ollerenshaw, led the organisation of a very successful outing to Lynton and 

Lynmouth on 13th August, featuring long, medium and short walks, and culminating in tea in 

Lynmouth. Over 40 members took part. 
 

The Chairman also celebrated leading his 250th walk for the Group – an outstanding contribution – with 

his walk being followed by a ‘drop in’ session for tea and a chat at Trull Community Centre. 
 

In an effort to boost attendance, the 2017 AGM is to be held on 24th November at a central Taunton venue, 

with an afternoon walk and subsidised meal offer beforehand. 
 

A Christmas meal is being organised by Mike Whitmore on 15th December at the Harvest Moon, 

North Newton. 
 

Having been well received this year, the free diary scheme for members and friends is to be continued 

for 2018. 
 
 
 
 

 

Philip Bisatt 
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