
Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 13th January 2018 
 
Members Present:  

  David Thompson Chair 

  Les Stather Secretary. Webmaster, Membership 

  Robin Downton Treasurer 

  Philip Bisatt Taunton Deane 

  Edward Levy Sedgemoor 

  Gerald Swayne West Somerset 

  Mavis Monahan Somerset Rambler Editor 
Apologies:  

  Carl Earl Area Footpath Secretary 

  Reg Young Woodspring 

  Maggie Thompson Woodspring 

  Mike Plaskitt Mendip. 

 

Minutes of the Meeting held on the 21
st
 of October 2017. 

 

The minutes were approved, however not all committee members received copies. Minutes going 

back to October 2008 can be viewed or downloaded from the website. 

 

Matters Arising 
 
SYW Internal Dispute 

As far as central office is concerned this issue is closed.  

The secretary – Les Stather drafted out a complaints procedure as part of the minutes of the last 

meeting. However, as not all committee members had not received the minutes they were 

requested to review the complaints procedure prior to the next meeting so it procedure can be 

formally agreed. 

Correspondence was received from SYW requesting guidance on how their group could be run 

given that they could not get people to stand as officers and all they were really interested in was 

walking. Area council took advice from Head Office and were told that either a flexi group or an 

affiliated group were options. The chair, treasurer and secretary discussed this and were in favour 

of a flexi group. David Thompson, chair, expressed concern that SYWs AGM was poorly 

attended and no minutes were taken and therefore their membership would be unaware of what 

was being discussed. 

 

Coastal Path  
North Somerset has agreed with the route being put forward by Natural England. This is now 
going for consultation with the land owners. David mentioned that Clevedon Ramblers wanted to 
be involved with the route as it will go through their area. Clevedon Ramblers are part of Avon 
Area  

 

High Ham  
Ramblers are now considering a diversion as the path now comes to a dead end. 
 
Area Support 

Richard Sharp has continued to give us support. Ramblers are producing a toolkit on how to 

encourage new volunteers and support existing ones. This will be discussed at a session at 

General Council. It is hoped that will help us persuade people to volunteer for Area Roles. 

Tansy Miller has joined the ramblers area support team. 

 

Les expressed concern that although Area was clear on how to get support, are groups? David 

stressed that any areas of concern should come to Area first who would then either deal with them 

or pass them on to our area support manager at central office. Les agreed to write a short article 

for the next Somerset Rambler. 

 



Reports from Area Officers and Group Representatives 
 
 

a. Treasurer’s Report attached as Appendix I.  
The statement is ready for the AGM. Balance still high due to surplus money of 

about £2,500 from Area Holidays. This is outside of ramblers of funds.  

 

b. Footpath Secretary:   Report attached as Appendix II 

Les took the council through the report and explained the history behind the setup 

of the working parties and claiming expenses. It was agreed that the claiming of 

expenses was a group issue and Carl was facilitation a common working 

agreement. 

 

Les stressed the need to need to report cropped paths early in the season whilst 

they were still walkable. A note needs to go on the web site and the Somerset 

Rambler to encourage people to report these. 

 

Gerald Swayne said that the claim for the path at Blue Anchor could take 16 years 

to come to the top of the list due to a backlog of over 300 applications. Les 

expressed concern that care needed to be taken to ensure that the documentary 

evidence for the claim would not be lost. The coast path, at this point, is on the 

shingle beech and is impassable at high tide. Gerald stated that natural England 

were unable to negotiate a route through Blue Anchor. 
 

c. Membership Secretary Report attached as Appendix III. 

d. Sedgemoor Report attached as Appendix IV 

South West Ireland holiday will be on the Dingle Peninsular in two hired cottages. 

Flying to Cork and hiring cars. 

e. West Somerset Report attached as Appendix V 

f. Mendip Report attached as Appendix VI 

g. Woodspring Report attached as appendix VII 

David commented that although membership is static 26 people left last year. 

These people had not walked. He is therefore looking at what can be done to 

encourage people to walk and therefore remain members. Les explained the 

ramblers membership retention process run by head office. Subsequent to the 

meeting Les sent out this process to all area reps requesting it to be cascaded to 

group membership secretaries. David said he would get in touch with the head 

office membership team to find out why people were leaving. 

h. Taunton Dean Report attached as Appendix VIII 

 

Chairman and Secretary Posts 

Les Stather has agreed to stand as Chair and Phil Bisatt as Secretary. Robin Downton has agreed 

to continue as Treasurer. Les - the current secretary – wrote to all members of Area Council, 

subsequent to this meeting, informing them of this and asking if there were any further 

nominations. 

 

Next year a nomination form should be in the Somerset Rambler. 

 

General Council at Bangor 

Maggie Thompson has volunteered to go. Subsequent to the meeting Les wrote to all Area 

council Members to see if anyone else wanted to go. The remaining space would be allocated on a 

first come first serve basis 

 

Area Walks 

The idea of each group doing a walk and inviting all other groups in the area was discussed but it 

was not popular with groups due to the distance between the groups in Somerset. 



 

Items for The Somerset Rambler 

There are sufficient items for the next issue. 

 

David thanked everybody for the support he had had as chairman and wished the new chair the 

best. 

Next Meeting Date 16
th

.June 2018 

 

 

The meeting closed at 11:30. 

 

  
 

Appendix I Area Treasurer Report  January 2018 

 

The Area Accounts for the FY ending 30
th

 Sept 2017 have been signed off by the 
auditor ready to be presented at the Area AGM. 

 

At the year end (31
st
 December)  

Current account balance £7479.29  
Main £2922.64  
Self-funded £4556.65 includes deposits of £2340.00 for 2018 Area Holiday . 

 

Robin Downton  
Somerset Area Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

Appendix II Report of Area Footpath Secretary – January 2018 

1. Use of Ramblers Volunteers in Somerset County – The issue of expenses 

payments for the three Group working parties in Somerset County remains 

unresolved.When Mendip set up their working party working for Mendip District Council 

there was no formal written agreement and no expenses were claimed. However they did 

have use of a council Landrover. When Mendip DC passed the responsibility for rights of 

way back to Somerset CC Mendip Ramblers Working party were asked to sign a volunteer 

agreement written by SCC. This agreement made no mention of expenses and none were 

claimed. South Somerset and Sedgemoor set up working parties and were not asked to 

sign a volunteer agreement but were paid mileage expenses for their volunteers. Andy 

Stevenson, the SCC volunteer coordinator suggested to Mendip that they should claim 

mileage and they did. 

It came to light that, after Andy Stevenson resigned and Tracy Sutton took over as 

volunteer coordinator that the expenses agreement was never approved by Peter Hobley, 

head of the ROW team, as when the expenses were presented they were refused. 

SCC ROW team wished to have a common working agreement and expenses policy with 

all Somerset Ramblers’ working parties. They came up with a proposal which I passed on 

the Ramblers Head Office for their review. Apparently Ramblers already have a less 

complicated model agreement that has been drawn up with help from the national body for 

RoW officers.. A copy of this agreement was sent to SCC and their view is awaited 

The Ramblers model agreement does not mention expenses. 

Although all three working parties should be able to agree on the model agreement, there 

remains a difference of opinion on expenses. SCC suggested a standard rate each time a 

working party went out plus extra expenses if a special journey needs to be made. Mendip 

are OK with this but South Somerset and Sedgemoor are not and want to be paid actual 



mileage expenses incurred. 

Until a formal agreement can be agreed, we have pointed out to SCC that, in the 

meantime, they should honour pre-existing arrangements over payment. We have also 

pointed out that Ramblers volunteers undertaking annual checks on ROW receive a 

reasonable mileage payment. In view of the failure to pay mileage expenses incurred both 

South Somerset and Sedgemoor working party organisers have been advised to complain 

to their County Councillors. It is understood that the County’s present Volunteer Officer 

will be leaving shortly and the post has been advertised, so I will continue to press for an 

early resolution of this issue 

 

2. Claim for path at Blue Anchor – following the decision of the County Council not 

to bring forward the consideration of our claim West Somerset’s FPS has been keeping 

this issue high profile locally. This should help our application to the Secretary of State 

which we can make 

12 months after submitting the claim to request him to require the County to consider the 

claim within a set timescale, otherwise the claim could take over 10 years to be 

considered. 

 

3. High Ham Appeal – following counsel’s advice to Ramblers it was decided not to 

appeal the decision to delete this path. Given that counsel felt there was only a 50% 

chance of success in taking the case to the High Court, there was the risk that, if we lost, a 

dangerous precedent for removing long-established paths would arise. Reluctantly 

Ramblers decided not to proceed. I will be investigating the possibility of negotiating an 

alternative route, possibly as a permissive path, to avoid having a long dead-end path as a 

result of the deletion of the High Ham section of the path. 

 

4. Path Dedication on Mendip – following a request from a community group in 

Frome, who have acquired an area of land, on establishing a new footpath, I have given 

them advice on the option of creating a permissive path or on dedicating a public path for 

all time (i.e. adding it to the definitive map). 

 

5. Changes to the definitive map – we continue to receive consultations on changes to 

RoW which are sent to the relevant Group FPS for consideration. This provides the 

opportunity, if we do not object to the proposal outright (which may result in the 

application being withdrawn), to suggest alternatives which the highway authority can put 

to the applicant. 

 

6. Sedgemoor FPS – Alan Chick has stood down from the post and Helen Boxer, 

with assistance of a colleague, has taken over the role. 

 

7. Cropping of Paths – don’t forget to report problems of paths obstructed by crops 

on the relevant council’s web-site. Persistent offenders should be monitored and then 

approached by the relevant highway authority. 

 

Appendix III Area Membership Report 

 

Ramblers Membership 104,617 Down 1% from Last year 

 

Area Membership up 2% on last year  
 
 

Increase / Decrease in Members  

Year on Year 
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Group Membership 1st of January 2018  
Area membership 1521 up 25  

on last year 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Appendix IV Sedgemoor Area Report January 2017 

The group’s AGM took place at the end of October at a new venue of the Church Centre Nether 

Stowey. The meeting was preceded with a walk across the lower slopes of the Quantocks. Our 

chairman Tony Fawle stood down after serving for 8 years in the post and I was appointed as his 

successor. 

 

It has been a quiet period with our weekly Sunday and twice monthly Saturday walks taking 

place. Our footpath working team have met monthly to carry out maintenance work on paths and 

we have also completed our quarterly survey of paths. All as allocated by Somerset County 

Council. 

 

The Christmas and New Year period saw our usual festive annual events of a Christmas meal 

on1st December, our Mince Pie walk on 17
th

 December and our New Year’s Eve walk with 

mulled wine on 31
st
 December. 

 
In addition to our usual weekly walks our plans for 2018 include a day trip to London for a 

walk around the city, A one week holiday to South West Ireland in early June, our summer 

outing to North Devon in early July and our summer lunch also in July.  
Edward Levy  
Chairman 

 

Appendix V West Somerset Group - January 2018 



Against the National and local trends the group continues to increase in numbers. The majority 

of these are those retiring from homes in the south east of England and either transferring their 

membership or beginning a leisure pursuit in their retirement. 
 
Our Christmas walks were well support and so too was the annual Christmas lunch with 63 
members attending. 

 

We are hosting the Area AGM on the 17 February at Holford Village Hall with a walk in the 

morning and meeting at 2.00pm with speaker Dan Barnett from Exmoor National Park. Tea and 

biscuits will be available from 9.30 am before the walk and again plus cakes at lunchtime before 

the AGM. 

 

2018 is the Groups 40th year and we are marking the occasion with a series of 'favourite' walks 

throughout the year including a repeat of our first ever walk from Horner on 16 June finishing 

with tea at Allerford Village Hall. We are also having a celebration lunch with speaker at the 

Northfield Hotel Minehead on 7th March. 

 

The closing of a much used footpath at Blue Anchor has caused considerable controversy and 

gaining publicity on the front page of the Free Press four times. Following local BBC and ITV 

television news reports has even been reported in the Times. Footpath Secretary Ivor Sutton has 

managed application to the Somerset CC well and included over 150 declarations of use. 

Unfortunately the application is over 300th in the queue which is likely to take 16 years for the 

SCC to deal with. Jim Butterworth, a Blue Anchor resident, is leading the campaign to reopen 

the path and has recently joined our Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix VI Mendip Group 

We had an excellent Christmas walk and meal at Orchardliegh Frome. We were very lucky to be 

upgraded from the Golf Club to the ballroom in the main house which isused for some of the top 

weddings in the country  
Membership 
At the 1st of January 2018 our membership is 331 up by 10 from this time last year  
Working Party Report 
The working party remains very active and is out virtually every week.  
We erected 33 Kissing Gates, 12 gates, 35 Stiles, 11 Stile Repairs, 24 new stile steps, 13 bridges, 

6 handrails, 6 general Repairs, 75 Signposts, 62 clearances. Each person did an average of 169 

hours work  
Walking Festival  
Next Year’s Walking Festival will be on the 25

th,
 26

th
 and 27

th
 of August in Ditcheat. Details 

are on www.mendipramblers.co.uk.  
Holidays  
We are looking forward to a week in Torquay in March; walking the Melton Round at the end of 
April; the second half of the dales Way in June and a week in Brittany in September. 

West Mendip Ramblers  
Tony Strange organises a group of Mendip Ramblers who wish to walk a little faster and further 

than our main Thursday group. Tony puts on a half day walk one week and full days walk the 

next week. This has become a very popular group; they had about 30 people at their Christmas 

lunch. They also had a very successful holiday in Spain last year 

 

http://www.mendipramblers.co.uk/


Appendix VII Woodspring Ramblers Report January 2018. 
 

It has been a quiet period for Woodspring since the last report; however, the programme remains 

full with two walks per week. We had the annual pre Christmas walk from Priddy with 32 

members on the walk and nearly 50 joining in for the lunch at The Queen Victoria in Priddy. This 

is an overwhelming number and our thanks go to the landlord and his staff, for managing to serve 

everyone; also to Mike Newing for organising the lunchtime. The walk was exceptionally muddy 

but what can one expect after almost a month of rain. 
 
There were 35 members who enjoyed the mulled wine and mince pie walk after Christmas. This 

walk has been led by Robin for a number of years and he has experienced all kinds of weather 

from glorious sunshine to blizzards on the top of Wavering Down. This year saw a little snow on 

the ground but the mulled wine soon warmed everyone. Long may the walks continue. 
 
As we plod through the mud of Winter we look forward to the spring and our holidays and coach 

trip. We start off the season with the coach trip to the Malverns in mid April. At the end of April 

we have a week of high level walking in the Lakes. We will be based in Glenridding and 

Paterdale. 10 members will be braving the dizzy heights of striding edge and all the peaks and 

fells within that area. In mid May we have a return trip to Dartmoor and the Dartmoor Lodge for 

a long weekend of walking that area. The main holiday of theyear will be one or two weeks in St. 

Anton, Austria during August and September. Finally, for those who have not had enough 

holidays we join up with the area holiday to Gwbert in October. I hope everyone from area going 

on this holiday have as much pleasure as Woodspring had when we stayed there a few years ago. 
 
Membership currently stands at just under 199 which has been static for the last year or so. 

However, what is surprising is that we have had 26 new members join in the last 12 months. 

With the numbers staying the same we must be losing quite a few who have joined and now left 

Ramblers. It is noted that the members leaving are people who have not actually walked out with 

the group. This must be something we as a group or area should explore and advise central office 

to try to encourage members to try to come along and enjoy some of the walks and many social 

events we have throughout the year. Hopefully we will be able to retain these members 
 
I would very much like to give a huge thank you to Eddy Hicks who, at the AGM, stood down 

from the post of footpath secretary. Eddy has held this post more or less since North Somerset 

became a unitary authority in 1996. I believe the post of footpath secretary goes mainly 

unnoticed by most people but it is probably the hardest and most time consuming task for any 

committee member. The job requires hours or days pondering over diversion orders, building 

plans, footpath closures and so on. There are many days sitting in at judicial hearings while battle 

goes on between councils and land owners, etc. At the end of the day we, and members of the 

public, continue to walk along our public rights of way which have been given to us for hundreds 

of years. There are many, many people out there doing everything they can to close our rights of 

way and it is people like Eddy and our area footpath secretary, Carlton Earle, who continue to do 

battle to keep them open. 
 
Pete Mason has been following Eddy for the last year and I can say that Eddy has done such a 

splendid job showing Pete the ‘merits’ of a footpath secretary that Pete has agreed to take on the 

post. We wish him all the success. 

 

David Thompson 
 
Chairman, 
 
Woodspring. 



 
 
 

Appendix VIII Taunton Deane Group Area Report 13
th

 January 2018 

The 2017 AGM was held on 24th November at the Princess Royal in central Taunton, with an 

afternoon walk and subsidised meal beforehand. It was hoped that this would boost attendance, 

but whilst a successful event, numbers attending were not very different from 2016. 

 

Mike Whitmore stood down as Treasurer at the AGM after holding this post for a number of 

years. His successor is Gill Lee (anvilee@gmail.com). Other members of the Committee were 

re-elected for a further term. 

 

As in previous years, a Christmas Dinner was organised by Mike Whitmore, this year at the 

Harvest Moon, North Newton. 

A very successful ‘Post-Christmas Lunch’ was held at Somerset County Cricket Club on Sunday 

7th January, preceded by a well-attended walk through Longrun Meadow to Bishops Hull. Both 

the meal and the walk were organised by Daphne Hayden, to whom many thanks are due. It was 

nice to meet Joan Gubbin, former Group activist and previously Area Newsletter editor, once 

again at this event. 

 

On Sunday 11th February, the Group Chairman, John Ollerenshaw, will be holding a practical 

event in Milverton for new and potential walk leaders. Hopefully this will stimulate interest in 

leading walks, and demonstrate that it’s not as challenging as it may at first appear. 

 

2018 is the 25th anniversary of the Group, and a number of special events are being planned – 

watch this space (or rather, the Group’s programme!) 
 

Philip Bisatt 

 

 

Action Who 
  

Approve Dispute Procedure Next 
 Council 

 Meeting 
  

Work with SYW to Resolve Status of this Group LS 
  

Write short Article for Somerset Rambler on how ramblers are organised All reps 
  

 Write to Area Reps to see if there are any more nominations for Chair or Secretary 
 LS 

 Write to Area Reps asking for volunteers to attend General Council LS 

  

mailto:anvilee@gmail.com


 


