
Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 12th July 2014 

Members Present Gus Halfhide Chair 
 Ed Levy Treasurer 
 Mervyn King South Somerset 
 Paul Wright Area Footpath Secretary 
 Carl Earl Area Media 
 Joan Gubbin Somerset Rambler 
 Paula Ruddock Mendip 
 Anita Dale Clevedon 
 Sue Ferguson Clevedon 
 Les Stather Mendip 
 Shirley Jeffray West Somerset 
 Roger Conway Area Holiday 
 Mike Plaskitt Secretary 
   

1. Apologies Ruth Goodland  
 Di Knight  
 Sue Shewan  
   
   
 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on the 26th April  2014 

It was agreed that the minutes of the meeting on the 26th April  2014 were a true and fair record, 

apart from action 26.1 where the requirement for a subcommittee had been misinterpreted by the 

secretary.  Further discussion is reported under matters arising.  

3. Matters Arising  

a. Newsletter.  An example of a colour newsletter was circulated for information.  It 

was agreed that this produced a much more imposing newsletter, but the cost of 

printing enough copies for the whole membership made this a difficult decision. 

It was suggested that the advantages of colour for publicity and recruitment could 

be gained at no additional cost, if the membership distribution was done 

electronically.  This was agreed but the meeting was not convinced that all groups 

could achieve this, and group representatives were asked to report on the feasibility 

of distribution by email. 

    

  Action 12.1 

b. Action 26.2.  OBE as a meeting had been held with Eve Winn, and the Mendip 

working party has done some work in her area.  Further work is expected, but the 

Somerset CC system is exceedingly slow. 

 

c. 26.3. OBE 

 

d. 26.4. Continues 

 

e. 26.5. Continues.  To be raised at the next meeting of the footpath secretaries. 

 

f. 26.6. Continues 



 

g. 26.7. The colour newsletter will be included with the welcome letter to new 

members. 

 

h. 26.8. Continues 

 

i. 26.9. Continues 

 

j. 26.10. It is proposed that there are 3 meetings per year plus the AGM.  One meeting 

prior to the conference, one midyear, and one in the Autumn.  The AGM to be in 

February. 

 

4. Treasurers Report 

 

Nothing further to add. 

 

5. Reports from Area Officers 

 

Footpath Secretary – Nothing to add, except to note that there is a Public enquiry over the 

path at Bruton.  It was agreed that Carl Earl would represent Ramblers at the enquiry. 

 

It was also reported that the Somerset Coast path had been approved including the bridge at 

Donniford. 

 

Membership Secretary - Nothing to add 

 

Website – Nothing further to report 

 

Mendip – reported that a group had run the whole 117 miles of the Mendip Ring, and that 

they had received many complements.  It is expected that there will be a feature on the ring 

in the next edition of Walk magazine. 

 

Woodspring – Nothing to add 

 

Clevedon – Reported problems with crops, and asked if there was a policy to deal with the 

problem.  Groups were encouraged to report the problems. 

 

It was agreed that the Footpath Secretary should ask Head Office if there is a process or 

policy. 

   Action 12.2 

 

6. Somerset Walking Festival   The committee has been disbanded but posted 

recommendations. There will be a presentation on bridging walks at the next Area Council.  

This Item is now closed 

 

      Action 26 – 4 

 

The Walking Festival money should be returned to HQ. 



7. Any Other Business 

 

Paul Wright has resigned as Area Footpath Secretary as he is moving away from Somerset.  

The committee expressed their thanks for his efforts. 

 

Carl Earl was appointed as Footpaths Secretary, and endorsed by the Area Council.  (The 

Chairman is entitled to do this under the constitution between AGMs). 

 

This move leaves a vacancy for an Area Media Officer, and members were invited to canvass 

potential candidates. 

 

In the interim Joan Gubbin was requested to deal with any press releases, Roger Conway to 

provide an Area Media contact, and the chairman was actioned to update the contact 

procedures. 

   See action 26.4 

Joan Gubbin suggested that individuals should thank the Minister for agreeing to the 

Somerset Coast Path. 

 

Members were reminded about the suggestion to invite local MPs and candidates to come 

for a walk with us, as the approaching election would make them value the photo 

opportunity, and help us to establish a relationship with them. 

 

8. Date of the next meeting.  Saturday 18th October 2014 at Tauntfield Close, Taunton, 

commencing at 10 a.m. 

 

9. The meeting closed at 11:45 

 

Action Grid 

 

Action    

26 – 4 The Chair to revise and promulgate the process 
for handling media questions 
 

Chair Continues 

26 – 5 Group Footpath Secretaries to look for lost 
footpaths in their areas 

Group Footpath 
Secretaries 

Continues 

26 – 6 Group Councils are to review lost paths at their 
meetings. 
 

Groups Continues 

26 - 7 Comment on draft of the letter to new members All Continues 

26 - 8 Groups to create a list of non-affiliated walking 
groups in their area 

Groups Continues 

26 - 9 Chair to clarify the requirement for posts not 
filled at the AGM 

Chair Continues 

26-10 Chair and Secretary to review the requirement 
for area council meetings 

Chair/secretary Complete 

12.1 To review the feasibility of electronic distribution 
of the Area newsletter 

Group Reps  



12.2 Area FP secretary to check with head office if 
there is a procedure for dealing with paths 
blocked by crops. (see post meeting note) 

Area FPS  

12.3    

    

 

 

 


