
Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 15th June 2015 

Members Present Roger Conway Vice Chair 
 Ed Levy Treasurer 
 Mervyn King South Somerset 
 Ruth Goodland South Somerset 
 Carl Earl Area Footpath Secretary 
 Paula Ruddock Mendip 
 Robon Dowton Woodspring 
 Les Stather Webmaster 
 Shirley Jeffray West Somerset 
 Mike Plaskitt Secretary 
   
1.Apologies Gus Halfhide  
 Guy Emery  
 Joan Gubbin  
 Philip Bisatt  
 David Jones  
 Tony Fawle  
 David Thompson  
 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on the 24th January 2015 

The Minutes were accepted with the following corrections: 

Section 11 2nd paragraph second sentence should read - It will be launched at the General Council in 

March, but the opinion of the Area Council is that it has not been well thought through.   

Section 11 4th paragraph ‘Arlington’ should read ‘Yarlington’ 

3. Matters Arising  

Action 26 – 8 complete. 

Secretary to suggest to HQ that the Key Rings could be a useful welcome gift to new members. 

PMN.  Completed but not acknowledged. 

Action 12.1 continues 

Action 24.1 continues 

Action 24.2 complete.  Taunton Dene are taking on this path.  It was suggested that they should try 

and generate some publicity over this activity. 

Action 24.3 complete 

AOB.  

Lambing Shed diversion order. 

The diversion order has been raised under the wrong section of the act, and has been referred to the 

Secretary of State.  HQ have advised that we should treat as a normal diversion request.  Either 

diversion is acceptable with an adequate maintenance agreement. 

 



Health Walks. 

Woodspring had nothing to further to report. 

Path Watch. 

Members were to be encouraged to take part in the Path Watch initiative, as the presentation at 

General Council had shown it as well worthwhile. 

4. Treasurers Report  

There is nothing to add to the report presented. 

5. Footpath Officer 

Lovington Parish Diversion, originally agreed, but the landowner has not confirmed his agreement so 

the obstruction remains.  Somerset CC have acknowledged the unacceptable delay, and would not 

object to the issuing of a section 130 request.  The Committee agreed that the Footpath Secretary 

could do this, with a reference to HQ . 

Hinkley Point 

The County has received a large sum from EDF to cover the environmental impact of the power 

station.  A proportion of this is to be used to sort out the paths in Durborough Parish that have been 

in a mess for years. The Group and Area footpath officers are liaising with County to agree a sceme 

which will then be published for objections in the normal way. 

Rights of Way Improvement Plan 

The few comments received have been collated and forwarded to County. 

Ploughing of paths 

It should be possible for contractors to leave paths unploughed and unplanted.  The County are keen 

to serve cropping orders, and have requested information on paths blocked by crops. The relevant 

information would be circulated to Group Footpath Officers. 

Deregulation Act 

Now passed but not implemented until the Orders are made. 

High Ham Inquiry 

The Footpath Officer has now objected to the Order.  The next step is for County to refer this to the 

planning Inspectorate, who will make arrangements for another inquiry. The research has found 

some new evidence that a right of way has existed for many years.  The Footpath Officer needs the 

approval of council to represent Ramblers at the inquiry, and some funds to cover any further 

expenses.  It was agreed that a budget of £400 should be made available, and that the Footpath 

Officer should represent Ramblers. 

 Wind Turbine in Bruton Parish 

A proposal for a large wind turbine near to Alfred’s Tower, has just been published.  It would be 

twice the height of Alfred’s Tower and close to a footpath.  The application has been rejected but 

the applicant is appealing.  A number of objections have been raised and Ramblers have been asked 



to support.  It was agreed that the Footpath Officer should support the objection, and be prepared 

to speak at the inquiry. 

Group Reports 

Woodspring have been asked to secure some kissing gates as they have been going missing.   

No other groups had anything to add to their reports. 

6. General Council Issues 

A report has been circulated. 

7. West Somerset Resignations 

The essential committee positions have been filled temporarily, until the AGM on the 21st November 

2015.  They would be grateful for support from the Area committee at this meeting.  Bring up at the 

October meeting to find a representative. 

8. Area Walking Weekend 

The 2015 Area holiday is fully organised, and the deposit has been paid.  The full amount will be due 

in September, and participants will be reminded to pay their balance well before that date. 

The Vice Chairman, who organises the Area Walking Weekend, is leaving the Ramblers when his 

membership expires in August.  However he is prepared to continue with the organisation of the 

venue for the 2015 Area Walking Weekend, with the walks organised by L Stather, who remains a 

member. 

It was proposed that we should accept this offer, which was carried with 1 abstention and none 

against. 

The secretary was actioned to investigate the cost of event insurance to cover any potential loss. 

Action 15.1. Secretary to investigate event insurance for the area holiday. 

The Charity Commission rules on legitimate activities would appear to allow this type of event.  The 

secretary was actioned to investigate the rules. 

Action 15.2. Secretary to investigate the Charity Commission rules on the legitimacy of activities 

supported by charities. 

9. Clevedon 

Clevedon group have left Somerset area and joined Avon.  This leaves some questions over 

responsibilities for footpaths in Clevedon and Woodspring, and which Parishes are in which group, 

and who will deal with the Local Authority. At the moment The Footpath Secretary is getting all 

North Somerset diversions. 

The Footpath Secretary will discuss with Woodspring and Clevedon the division and a working 

procedure. 

10. Walk Finder  

The presentation from HQ was shown in hard copy, but the video was held over to the next meeting. 



11. Date for the AGM 

13th Feb 2016 at Staplegrove Village Hall  

12. AOB 

There was none. 

13. Date of the next meeting 

17th October 2015, at 10:00 at Tauntfield Close, Taunton 

12.1 To review the feasibility of electronic distribution 
of the Area newsletter 

Taunton Deane continues 

24.1 Groups to report the required by date for the 
area newsletter to Joan 

All continues 

24.2 Taunton Deane to consider taking over the 
maintenance of the West Deane Way  

Taunton Deane Complete 

24.3 All to comment on the Somerset Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan 

All Complete 

15.1 Secretary to investigate event insurance for the 
area walking weekend 

Secretary  

15.2 Secretary to investigate the Charity Commission 
rules on the legitimacy of activities supported by 
charities. 

Secretary  

 


