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Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 17th June 2017 

Members Present:  

 David Thompson Chair 
 Les Stather Secretary. Webmaster, Membership 
 Robin Downton Treasurer 

 Carl Earl Area Footpath Secretary 
 Shirley Jeffray West Somerset 

 Maggie Thompson Woodspring 
 Mavis Monahan Somerset Rambler Editor  
Apologies: 

 Philip Bisatt Taunton Deane 
 Ben Long S.W.A.G. 

 Reg Young Woodspring 

 Ruth Goodman South Somerset 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 22nd October 2016 

 

The Minutes were accepted: Mavis Monahan was welcomed to the committee as Somerset 

Rambler Editor. All officer reports should be filed with the minutes. 

Post minute note 20/06/17 A review of the minutes stored on the web site took place after the 

meeting and it was found that these reports had not been filed for some years. This will be 

rectified going forward. 

1. Matters Arising 

 

Towards the end of last year a dispute arose between three members of Somerset Young 

Walkers and their Chairman. As SYW were unable to resolve the issue themselves the three 

members asked Area Council to get assist. The area chairman offered to mediate a meeting 

between the two people complaining and the group chair but this was not acceptable to the 

group chair. The area chairman suggested that an extra ordinary general meeting of the 

group should be convened to resolve the issue. This was also rejected. The matter was 

therefore passed on to the ramblers head office. We understand that one of the complainers 

has subsequently resigned because of this issue and one has moved out of the area. Area 

council have no further role in this. 

a. 2017 AGM 18th February At St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey 
The AGM went of reasonably well. Kate Ashbrook was very good. The area council 
was unable to find a secretary at the meeting and even a plea from Kate Ashbrook 

explaining the need for an area council nobody cam e forward. After the meeting, 
Les Stather agreed to be secretary. David  Thompson informed the council that he 

would be standing down at the end of his year as chair and Les Stather said he would 
be prepared to stand as chair for one year if a secretary could be found. The council 
felt that getting someone to stand as secretary would be difficult again. Davis 

suggested that a nomination form for Secretary, Treasurer and Chair should go in 
each group’s programme. It was felt that the reason people from the groups would 

not stand was due to their lack of appreciation of the value of the area council Les 
said that the ramblers had acknowledged this as an issue at the Area Chairs and 
Secretaries training course he had attended the previous week. It was a agreed that 

Les would write to head office  expressing our concerns about being able to replace 



 

2 

the secretary and ask for advice on the best way of convincing groups of the 

necessity for an area council. 

2. Reports from Area Officers and Group Representatives 

a. Treasurer: Report attached as Appendix I 

It was suggested that, as the area council has money in its account mainly left over 

from the money given to us to research the potential for an area walking festival, we 

should use this to promote the benefits of having an area council. Each group should 

put on a social event that would include a presentation of the benefits of area. This 

would require the area council to go to all groups to do this. It was decided to see 

what ramblers head office came up with and consider this along with the suggestion 

of group social meetings. 

 

A question was asked by SYW, prior to the meeting, regarding how much they could 

spend on advertising. There is no limit on this as long it within their budget and the 

advertising is commensurate with the charitable objectives of the ramblers and 

justifiable to their committee. 

b. Footpath Secretary: Report attached as Appendix II  

A meeting will be set up with Eddie Hicks to discuss the coastal path. 

 Post Meeting Note The meeting was held and Les wrote to Alison Hallas who is in 

charge of the English Coastal Path for the ramblers to try and arrange a meeting with 

Chris Bloor to ensure the ramblers were speaking with one voice. A meeting took 

place with Natural England and the result was that Eddie was OK with the route that 

Natural England are planning to propose. 

 

Clarification on the 202026 cut-off date for claiming paths. This only applies to 

claims based on historic evidence. It does not apply to claims made on unobstructed 

use. 

Les Stather expressed concern that SCC are so far behind with Definitive Map 

Modification Orders that when they got around to a specific DMMO the people who 

has campaigned for it and provided the evidence would not be around to give 

evidence. Carl agreed that this could be an issue but informed the meeting that SCC 

has employed contractors to help them deal with the backlog of DMMOs and as long 

as the claim has been made it will remain valid. 

 

Carl informed the council that Mrs Masters is making determined efforts to close 

footpaths wherever she can, in particular, footpaths claimed by ramblers initiatives. It 

is important that ramblers win the High Ham case. This path has been physically 

obstructed. Ramblers, together with the Bridleways Association, are paying for a 

very experiences rights of way lawyer. He has produced a very good document to 

refute Mrs Masters Case and the enquiry will be held in July. We expect to know the 

outcome by September. 

 

Network Rail are trying to close footpaths that cross lines. There is a proposal to 

move a footpath in Taunton about half a mile to an underpass which is possibly liable 

to flooding. The local footpath secretary is not happy with the proposed diversion. 

He plans to get the local councillor involved so they could but present if an enquiry 

is needed. 
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Carl and Les had a meeting with the cabinet member for rights of way. Due to 

changes after the local elections John Woodman a Sedgemoor Councillor has taken 

on this role. Carl will be writing to him to arrange a meeting so we can ensure is 

aware of the value of the work we are doing. 

 

David Thompson informed the meeting that Eddie Hicks was not happy with the 

changes to the routes and the signs for the Mendip Way. Les informed the meeting 

that Andy Mallender of the ANOB had coordinated changes and signage to the 

Mendip Way. We believe that the Wells Rotary Club are custodians of the West 

Mendip Way. Mendip Ramblers have taken over custodian of the East Mendip Way. 

Les to put Eddiey in touch with Andy Mallender. 

 

c. Taunton Deane  Report attached as Appendix III 

d. Woodspring  Report attached as Appendix IV. 

e. West Somerset Report attached as Appendix V 

f. Sedgemoor  Report attached as Appendix VI 

g. Mendip.  Report attached as Appendix VII 

h. South Somerset Report attached as Appendix VIII. 

i. Somerset Young Walkers.  Report attached as Appendix IX. 

j. Membership Secretary. Report attached as Appendix X.  

Les reported on the process the ramblers use when someone stops their payment for 

membership. Ramblers contact either by phone or in writing to try to persuade 

people to remain as members. 

Discussion took place about membership dropping in South Somerset. As this 

group’s area includes Yeovil we would expect this group to be the largest in 

Somerset. 

Les identified the problem with membership in many of our groups was that although 

we want more members it could be difficult to accommodate these on the walks we 

currently have. Many groups have large numbers on their walks and have difficulty 

putting on more walks due to lack of volunteer walk leaders. We therefore need to 

attract new members who do not want to walk in the groups. Currently our press 

coverage talks about walks and or holidays the groups have been on. Perhaps we 

need more press exposure on the good work the ramblers do on footpath maintenance 

and campaigning to keep footpaths open so people will join us as a charity to support 

us. We are a cheap charity but an expensive walking group. 

3. Southampton General Council Report 
 

It was a much more upbeat conference than last year. There were many more candidates for 
trustees than expected. Ramblers have set up a forum for conference delegates, Area Chairs 

and Secretaries. This has been set up due to the issue last year where one Area Chair was 
being prevented from talking to another because Ramblers would not give out the email 
address. It has been very quiet so far.  

 
The next council will be held at Bangor on 7th and 8th April 2017 and Maggie Thompson 
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showed interest of being a delegate. 

 

4. Area Walks 
As part of the process for trying to bring groups together and showing the presence of Area, 

David would like each group to put on Area walks each year of a medium length to attract 
people from other groups. David will develop a title, Somerset Meet was proposed by Carl. 

David will write to all chairs regarding this. Carl suggested that the walk should end 
somewhere such as a church hall, pub or coffee shop. To enable people to meet after the 
walk. It was also suggested that existing walks in the programme could be designated as a 

Somerset meet walk. 

5. Items for Somerset Rambler 

 
Interesting reports are requested.  The number of pages should not be a constraint. 

 The date of the next meeting has been changed to the 21st of October  at Tauntfield. 

The meeting closed at 11:57. 
 

Appendix I Treasurer’s Report 
Budget packs for 2017-18 have been received from HQ and forwarded to the Somerset Area 

Groups. 

 

Groups are only required to submit a budget if they require more than the basic allocation of 

funding. 

 

For 2017-18 the Basic Funding is £95 per group + 98p per group member. 

Budgets to be returned to the Area Treasurer by 14th July 2017. Groups requiring the Basic 

Funding Allocation or less must also inform the Treasurer by this date. 

 

The Area funds are currently exceeding 2 years expenditure by nearly 500%. As a guideline funds 

should be 100% or less than one years expenditure. Much of the surplus is due to funds provided 

that were not used for the ill-fated Somerset Area Walking Festival. In order to reduce this surplus 

but subject to any expected funding requests for the coming FY I will be submitting a reduced 

Somerset Area budget for 2017-18.  

 

The 2nd Quarterly funding payment was paid to the groups in late January with the 3rd Quarterly 

payment in early May. 

The Somerset Area contribution of £100.00 to the Wessex Wanderer was paid in March. 

 

Final payments are currently being received for the Stratford Upon Avon weekend. 

 

Current account balance at 17th June 2017 £8817.60 

 

Main £3731.04  Self-funded  £5086.56 

 
Following the change in the posts of the Area Committee it was agreed w.e.f. 17th June 2017 

the following Area committee members operate the Ramblers Association Somerset Area 
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bank account. 

 

Treasurer (Robin Downton)  

Chairman (David Thompson)  

Secretary (Leslie Stather) 
 

All Online payments submitted by the Treasurer to be authorised by either the Chairman or Secretary.  

 

All payments by Cheque and instructions to the bank to be signed by two of the three account operators.  

 

The outgoing Chairman Mike Plaskitt to be removed from operating the account.  

Robin Downton 

Somerset Area Treasurer 

Appendix II Footpath Secretary’s Report 
1. Use of Ramblers Volunteers in Somerset County–As Area FPS I had had a meeting with 

David Fothergill (SCC Cabinet Member for RoW), Pete Hobley, and Tracy Sutton (recently 

appointed Volunteer Officer for SCC) to discuss how Ramblers could best work with the 

County. It was agreed there that it was to the considerable advantage of SCC to make proper 

use of Ramblers volunteer resource and this was fully supported by David Fothergill. The 

recent Area Footpath Secretaries meeting included working party organisers and there was a 

discussion on issues relating to the use of volunteers. It was agreed that the groups were 

working well with Tracy and contacts with wardens had improved. An e-mail from Tracy 

outlining how she saw co-operation going forward was given to each working party group. 

It was also mentioned that Ramblers Head Office often had funds to support voluntary work, 

which would be worth investigating. It was agreed that the issue of some re-imbursement of 

travel costs, as is normal in voluntary work, needed to be regularised (it was noted that 

people undertaking survey work were entitled to claim travel costs). It was also suggested 

that the County should record the likely contractor’s cost of work we do to identify the nett 

value to the County.  

2. Coastal Path – Discussions with Natural England are underway for the path west from 

Minehead and West Somerset Group is involved. However Eddy Hicks reported that they 

had not received any contact regarding the path in N. Somerset. It is only following 

information from Head Office that Eddy has finally made contact direct with Natural 

England. Eddy outlined problems in securing the coastal path in this section. The Ramblers 

centrally appointed contact had not approached Woodspring at any stage. It was agreed that 

Eddy would supply the Area Secretary with details with a view to complaining to Head 

Office. 

3. Section 130 Applications – The outstanding problem in Lovington was still not resolved by 

a diversion that has been agreed, due to problems with one party. Pete Hobley had assured 

Carl that he should shortly complete arrangements for the diversion Order. The long term 

obstructions to path WN4/6 in Brewham were now being investigated with the County 

negotiating two diversions, although one landowner was reluctant. As negotiations are in 

hand we cannot proceed with a formal Section 130 Order. Problems were also reported in 

Marston Magna and the Group FPS will consider requesting a Section 130 Order. The 

problem at Barwick related to a blocked path across school grounds; a Section 130 might be 
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difficult due to child protection issues. It was suggested that a fenced diversion around the 

edge of the school grounds could be suggested. The Group FPS will see if this seems 

feasible and if so suggest, through Somerset Ramblers, that the school governors agree to 

such a solution. 

4. Cropping – as well as reporting cropping problems to SCC or NSC, as appropriate, details 

were given to Group FPSs of the procedure to report such obstructions to the Rural 

Payments Agency. This will be re-circulated to group FPSs. If the landowner is in receipt of 

RPA payments, pressure can be brought by the RPA to clear cropping obstructions on 

penalty of losing some of the payment the landowner receives. It was agreed that group 

FPSs should report to Carl any cases of useful paths regularly cropped with a view to 

referring them to the RPA. However following the Brexit vote, this scheme will lapse, 

probably after this year or next. Ramblers nationally had adopted a Somerset resolution, 

supported by Cornwall, to ensure that any future funding scheme for farmers retained 

similar provisions for protecting rights of way. 

5. Deregulation Act – Due to Brexit the new guidance regulations on amending the definitive 

RoW map had been put on hold.  

6. Duelling of the A303/A358 – Two alternative routes had been published for the section 

from Sparkford to Podimore. Ramblers favour the southern route broadly following the 

present line, but until detailed proposals for the necessary Order we will be unable to make 

any specific suggestions. The section along the A358 and new connection to the M5 was 

still at an early stage.  

7. 2026 Cut-off for RoW Claims – West Somerset Group FPS has put in a claim for a very 

popular, but unrecorded path, recently blocked at Blue Anchor based on claims of 20 years 

unobstructed use. This claim has been registered by SCC. Group FPSs were reminded that 

any routes regularly used that are not recorded on the definitive map will cease to be used 

legally if not claimed before 2026. Any such routes can be referred to Carl for advice. It is 

possible to see if a route has already been claimed in Somerset by using the new Explore 

Somerset web-site and clicking on “Open Modifications” in the main menu (Closed Mods. 

will show if a previous application has been made and failed). North Somerset does not have 

this facility and will need to check with their RoW section. Head Office has also confirmed 

that dedications by landowners can continue after 2026, as can claims based on 20 years use. 

Claims based on historic evidence will no longer be possible. 

8. High Ham Appeal – the appeal by Ramblers against the Order to close a short section in 

High Ham of a long ridge path is to be heard in July 2017. In view of the importance of this 

case to prevent a precedent for closure of other RoW Ramblers Head Office has agreed to 

commission a RoW legal expert to prepare our case and to present it at the public Inquiry. 

Carl Earl 

Appendix III Taunton Deane  

John Ollerenshaw, group chairman for the last six years, has never been one to blow his own 

trumpet, but recognises that perhaps this summer is a time to reflect on the group’s history and his 
own particular achievement. 
On Tuesday 20th June the group are holding an Open Afternoon at Trull’s Church Hall for 

members and non-members. While some drop in for a cuppa and enjoy a display featuring many 
photos and facts of the group’s twenty-four years, John plans to lead his 250th walk for the 

group!  
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As a joint group founder back in 1993 with the late Steve Barnard, John has steadily notched up a 

huge variety of walks of various lengths for the group at home and abroad and suffered the blisters 
to prove it! 
 He readily admits he’s just happy with five or so miles these days, but, as group archivist as well, 

he has amassed a wealth of material that he reckons many older members will enjoy together with 
an amusing picture quiz. 

Hopefully the day will dawn dry and waterproofs won’t be needed! 
JO 

 

Appendix IV Woodspring Ramblers Report June 2017. 

 Woodspring has continued with a full programme of walks throughout the winter. It is very 

encouraging to see so many new members taking up walk leading.  Each programme sees more 

members taking on this task.   

 Footpath maintenance continues each month with the replacement of old stiles with new 

metal gates and kissing gates. The most recent task was the installation of 10 gates and kissing gates 

along a section across the levels near Tickenham. The gates look very nice but some are left in 

positions requiring a lot of work by the farmers to re instate their main gates and fencing.  

 The group enjoyed a very nice weekend at Brendon.  Thanks to Terry and Hazel, with a little 

help from Robin and Eddy, we had a total of 6 walks over the weekend and the weather was very 

kind to us. This is the 9th year Terry and Hazel have provided this excellent weekend and the 

enthusiasm for it to continue is as strong as ever.  We had a total of 34 members during the 

weekend. 

 A member of Woodspring has taken on the post of area newsletter editor.  This report, along 

with all other area reports will be included in her first newsletter.  Mavis is the group programme 

secretary which she does an excellent job. I wish her luck and I feel sure the standards of the 

newsletter will be as high as our programme.   

Membership stands at 196, which is a further reduction on the last report.  We are still 

getting a number of new members with the reduction being from members who have not actually 

walked.   

Appendix V West Somerset Ramblers 

West Somerset Ramblers’ Group continues to thrive, and it is good to report that we now have a 

new Footpath Secretary. 

A full and varied programme of walks is well supported by members on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays.  Wednesday half day walks are becoming increasingly popular, and some concern has 
been expressed that group size is too large on occasions. 

A successful group holiday was organised to St Mawes with walks for all abilities.  The high uptake 

for this event reflected the popularity with members.  Plans are being made for a Day Trip to the 
Dartmouth Area, to coincide with the Dartmouth Music Festival, providing walks for all levels of 

ability.  These include an option to visit Coleton Fishacre, the National Trust Property on the east 
side of the River Dart. 

Our new Footpath Secretary is currently kept very busy  responding to an attempted closure of the 
traditional coast path route at by the Blue Anchor Chalets Association.  He is collecting evidence on 

the high level of use of this path enjoyed by both local walkers and visitors. 
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Shirley Jeffray, West Somerset Ramblers 

Appendix VI Sedgemoor 

 
With a full programme, the group has enjoyed some good walking in all areas.  This winter has been 

relatively dry under foot and our walks on Sundays and some Saturdays have been well supported.  

 

Sedgemoor hosted the Area AGM in February with a walk in the morning, attended by 28, including Kate 

Ashbrook, a Ramblers’ Vice-President. Around 40 attended the AGM.  Following the business, local speaker 

Chris Sidaway gave an interesting and humorous talk on "The Worthy and not so worthy of Somerset from 

the Normans to the 18th century". The afternoon finished with tea and coffee and a fine selection of home-

made cakes.  

 

The group has conducted surveys for SCC.  Our working party meet once a month and has cleared a number 

of paths, as well as installing new gates and repairing stiles.  In March we were in good company as South 

Somerset working party helped us replace old stiles for new at Sutton Mallet, so we were able to exchange 

ideas and experiences. This was co-ordinated by Tracey Sutton, Area Warden for Somerset County Council.  

Our weekly Summer mid-week evening walks have now begun and will continue until the end of August.  

 

We are looking forward to holding our second Quantock Walking Festival on 10 & 11 June.  Nine walks will 

take place over the 2 days, walking in this Area of Outsanding Natural Beauty and all will be welcome to 

join us.  Details are shown on the poster. 

Happy Walking 

 
Tony Fawle 

Sedgemoor Chairman 

 
Appendix VII Mendip 
 Membership  

At the 1st of May our membership is 325 down 1 from this time last yearr 

 Working Party Report 

The working party remains very active and is out virtually every week. 

 Walking Festival 

Next year’s festival will be at Butleigh. There will be a long walk, a medium walk and 2 

short walks that could be used to make one figure of 8 walk each day. 

 Holidays. 
Mendip Ramblers had a fantastic holiday on the Isle Wight. A group of 12 also had a week 

walking the Copper Trail around Bodmin Moor. We still have the following holidays to look 
forward to a self-booking week in, Snowdonia,  half of The Dales Way and a week in Brittany 
as well as the Area Holiday at Charlcotte Park, 

 

 Walking Programme  

We continue to have a varied walking programme with often 40 people out on our short 
Thursday walks. We are finding it increasingly difficult to fill the full published programme up 

in advance but are finding that any gaps are readily filled in nearer the date. Members are now 
very used to checking on the website if a gap in the published programme has been filled. 

 

Appendix VIII South Somerset 



 

9 

Appendix IX Somerset Young Walkers 
 Somerset Walking and Activity Group (SWAG) was rebranded in early 2017 to Somerset 
Young Walkers, in order to reiterate our original status as a young person’s group aimed at walkers 

in their 20’s 30’s and 40’s. Since then we have noticed an increase in younger people joining us 
which is great for the future. We are now well into our busy summer programme, having a walk 
every weekend in May, June and July, plus a number of evening walks too, all over Somerset. You 

can find out more about us on our website. www.somersetyoungwalkers.org.uk, or on Facebook, 
Meetup.com, Twitter and Instagram. 

Ben Long Somerset Young Walkers 
 

Appendix X  Membership Secretary 

Ramblers Total Membership is down last year by 1% Somerset Area 

Membership is up 1% 
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