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Minutes of the Somerset Area Council meeting held on the 14
th

 January 2017 

Members Present:  

 Mike Plaskitt Chair 

 David Thompson Secretary 

 Robin Downton Treasurer 

 Carl Earl Area Footpath Secretary 

 Philip Bisatt Taunton Deane 

 Gerald Swayne West Somerset 

 Shirley Jeffray West Somerset 

 Maggie Thompson Woodspring 

 Reg Young Woodspring  

 Tony Fawle Sedgemoor 

 Jenny Fawle Sedgemoor 

  

Apologies: 

 Les Stather Webmaster and Mendip 

 Ben Long S.W.A.G. 

1. Minutes of the meeting held on the 22
nd

 October 2016 

The Minutes were accepted: 

2. Matters Arising  

No matters arising. 

3. Reports from Area Officers and Group Representatives 

a. Treasurer:  The treasure provided his report .  In addition he mentioned that 64 

were currently on the area holiday.  The first payment to each group has been paid. 

b. Footpath Secretary: In addition to the report supplied the secretary advised the 

council that he will start the section 130 process on the long standing obstructions to 

FP WN4/6.  In view of the difficulties with this particular issue the secretary advised 

council that he plans to contact central office for advice and probable assistance. 

The issue concerning the order to delete FP L12/13 in High Ham continues.  The 

secretary has approached Janet Davies, a former central office RoW expert for 

assistance with this. As she is no longer employed by central office there may be a 

requirement for funding.  Council agreed to provide a budget, should it be required, 

of up to £100 to employ Janet Davies. 

With regards to the use of the new Coastal Access footpath in North Somerset, near 

the Yeo.  The secretary is still awaiting clarification on the issue as to whether the 

path will be open for just 3 months or closed for 3 months. 

The secretary intends to raise a motion to the General Council regarding the cropping 

of paths.  Under the current EU rules farmers can apply for funding under the Rural 

Payments Scheme.  A motion is to be raised to ensure funding will continue after 

Brexit. It was noted that the cropping of paths is not allowed and all issues should be 

addressed to the county council. The highways authority will know whether the 

farmer is receiving the payments scheme. 

Council were advised that the current North Somerset footpath secretary will be 

standing down within the next year.  We are fortunate in that Reg Young has 

volunteered to stand as our new secretary.  
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c. Taunton Deane  Nothing further to report. 

d. Woodspring  Nothing further to report. 

e. West Somerset The chair of West Somerset reported that there was a meeting 

regarding the Costal footpath around Minehead.  West Somerset are being consulted 

at various points regarding the route within their area.  English Nature have agreed 

not to push for a path at Lee Bay as this would run through the Christian Retreat 

Centre.  An alternative route has been chosen. Consultation papers will be raised by 

March. 

f. Sedgemoor As part of the discussion regarding a large drop in membership within 

Sedgemoor it was agreed that central office are missing a number of tricks regarding 

their advertising.  Funding is being wasted on things like Christmas cards but not 

enough is being done about promoting membership.  It was agreed that this should be 

a question to give to Kate Ashbrook at the area AGM. 

g. Mendip. When asked about the response regarding the condition of part of the 

Mendip Ring the chairman thought a reply had been given but said he would look 

into the matter. 

h. South Somerset Nothing further to report. 

i. Membership Secretary. Nothing further to report as the secretary is on holiday. 

The membership secretary intends to write to the non-allocated members to join a 

group to ensure they have details of walks and social activities etc. The secretary 

confirmed that members can join more than one group if they wish.  

j. S.W.A.G.  No report provided but the group have asked for their name to be 

changed to Somerset Young Walkers.  The secretary said he would investigate. 

Post minute note:-on 09/02/17 The relevant paperwork has been sent to SWAG for 

completion.  This has now been completed and returned to central office. 

A further item regarding using funds for advertising has been put forward.  This was 

discussed and the treasurer has stated that there is no problem and the group can go 

ahead and utilise their funding to the best possible means.  This must be 

commensurate with their requirements and should not over spend their allocation.  

The secretary will inform the group of the decision. 

4. 2017 AGM 18
th

 February At St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey.  It is hoped that 

there will be more members attending this AGM than last year which was very poor. 

Concern has been raised by the host group that having 2 speakers may cause a problem.  The 

chair and secretary provided details of the normal timetable for our AGMs and it was agreed 

that there should be no problem. Trustees are expected to attend AGMs so we will have two 

speakers.  Kate Ashbrook will be further advised of our timetable.  The secretary has asked 

if Kate will attend the walk but this may be too early for her to attend.  The council is very 

confident that this AGM should attract a good audience.  

Post minute note 09/02/17:  Kate has been provided with advance questions from the 

footpath secretary.  She has responded and has said she will be happy to answer this and any 

other questions on the day.  

5. Concern was raised regarding responsibilities of the host groups at AGMs.  It was confirmed 

that the host group is responsible for providing the venue and should try to obtain a guest 
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speaker.  Area will be responsible for funding for the venue and the speaker. Should the 

group not be able to find a speaker, area will arrange a speaker, normally from central office.  

6. Volunteers for next year’s General Council at Southampton Two members from 

council have agreed to attend- Philip Bisatt and Robin Downton.  The volunteers will be 

agreed and confirmed at the AGM.  All details, including booking/application paperwork to 

date have been sent to the two candidates. 

7. AOB. The treasurer informed council that the new CEO attended a recent Health Walkers 

10
th

 Anniversary celebration at Tyntesfield.  He believes this may be a new stance from 

central office.  

Concern has been raised regarding the loss of our newsletter editor.  As we now have no 

editor the secretary suggested that any information for the newsletter will be sent to the area 

webmaster for inclusion in the area web.  The secretary will continue to seek a replacement 

editor.   

All details regarding the Sedgemoor Walking Festival will be supplied to the secretary for 

distribution to groups and the webmaster.  

The secretary advised council that he will be volunteering to stand as chair.  A secretary has 

been sought.  Council were also advised that there is a requirement for council members to 

come forward to take on the posts of chair and secretary. Volunteers should be willing to 

take on the post of secretary for one year then step up to be chair for the year after.   

Post minute note:   Due to personal issues there may be a requirement for a member to 

volunteer to be the council secretary at the AGM. 

8. D.O.N.M. Date of the next meeting. 10
th

 June 2017 at Tauntfield Close, Taunton.  In 

view of the fact this date falls in the middle of the Sedgemoor walking festival the secretary 

will contact Somerset council to change the date. 

Post minute note 16/01/17:  The date has been changed to the 17
th

 June at Tauntfield. 

The meeting closed at 11:53. 

 


