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PATHWATCH 
 
Quantocks resident and Ramblers member, John Edwards, has been  
highlighting the problem of off road vehicles using paths illegally.  He 
writes:  ‘I live on the edge of the Quantocks where there have been  
problems of 4-wheel and m-cycle off-roading but this has much reduced 
following some significant fines. Another factor is the Pathwatch Scheme.  
Avon and Somerset police issue the following recommendation : 
 

‘If you believe a vehicle was using a ROW illegally, causing damage or 
putting wildlife at risk, or if you felt threatened or at risk by their behaviour, 
then please report it. You can do so by using an on-line form available at 
http://avonandsomerset.police.uk/community_safety/
pathwatch/report_form.aspx or by calling 101. 
 

If you’re not sure, report it!  Try to make a note of: 

• time 

• date 

• location 

• details of the suspected offence 

• descriptions of those involved 

• registration numbers of any vehicles involved 
 

We do not condone the public putting themselves at risk by 
initiating confrontation. It can also have a detrimental effect 
on potential prosecutions. Please report incidents to us.’   
     Anyone interested in this subject should use a search engine to find the 
pressure group Green Lanes Environmental Action Movement.  
 

Nigel Beeton writes:   After walking along a so-called ‘byway open to all 
traffic’ just after a rainy weekend when the petrol-heads in their 4X4s and 
off-road motorbikes have had been out I was inspired ... 

 

Byway Open to All Traffic 
 

‘All traffic may use this byway.’ 
They wouldn’t if I had my way! 
‘All traffic’ may sound well and good – 
But what of those who go on foot? 
With motor bike or 4X4 
As they enjoy their country tour 
They roar along without a care – 
As if the ramblers were not there! 
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Engines screaming, petrol burning 
Wheels the grass to mud are churning 
‘All traffic?’ Guess who’s needs are last! 
With mud so deep you can’t get past! 
If should come a happy hour 
When the ramblers have some power 
I’ve a manifesto planned 
4X4’s from green lanes – BANNED! 

  

 

NO NEWS IS BAD NEWS 
 

Sadly there has been very little material sent to the editor for this edition of 
the Somerset Rambler despite the enthusiasm of the representatives of 
groups at the last Area committee to communicate with members through 
this medium.  As a result I have reduced the number of pages to 4. 
 

SECOND BEST WALK IN THE WORLD! 

The Thames Path has been voted the second best urban walk in 
the world in Lonely Planet’s 1000 Ultimate Adventures, beaten 
only by the Tijuca Forest in Rio de Janeiro and triumphing over 

the Great Coastal Walk in Sydney, Hoerikwaggo Trail in Cape Town and 
Berlin Wall Trail. 
     One of England’s 13 national trails, the Thames Path winds alongside 
the iconic river after which it is named for 184 miles from the rural  
Cotswolds to the Thames Barrier in east London, but is perhaps best 
known for its sections in the capital itself. 
     Described by Lonely Planet as ‘a London highlights reel’, the guide also 
emphasises the contrasts walkers can expect as they journey along the 
trail from ‘the leafy emptiness of the riverbank through Richmond and Kew’ 
to ‘the chaos of the South Bank’. 
     For Ramblers campaigns officer Anastasia French the Thames Path is 
still the world’s finest city walk. ‘It’s because it 
takes in the many sights of the greatest city in 
the world,’ says Anastasia. ‘It’s also filled with 
hidden gems, just waiting to be discovered.’ 
     Ramblers member David Sharp pioneered 
the Thames Path, writing a guide in 1981 and 
campaigning for access to the path from  
riverside developments. It was officially  
recognised as a national trail in 1996. 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset  
members or would like to comment on any current issue then please send 
them to me.  Entries for the next issue before 30th January please to: 

Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton TA3 6NH 
Telephone:  01823 490201  Email: mjgubbin@aol.com 
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COASTAL PATH UPDATE 
 

A few years ago Government agreed to make a path around England’s 
coast – it was hoped that we’d get that path within 10 years. Four years on 
and there’s only one small stretch open (in Weymouth, Dorset).  In June, 
the Ramblers were really worried that the England Coast Path might not 
actually continue past Weymouth. The Environment Minister, Richard  
Benyon, described the project as an ‘expensive legacy’ and that it was ‘up 
for grabs’ after the Department for Environment had to decide how to cut 
10% from its budget.  
     After pressure from the Ramblers, including a fantastic piece on  
Newsnight, the Minister publically said that the project would continue but 
he has refused to confirm whether there would be money for it and when it 
would actually be completed. As an aside, he also said that few people 
would want to walk from Deal to Portsmouth. People enjoying the white 
cliffs of Dover, the South Downs and Brighton’s seafront might disagree… 
The Ramblers set out to show it’s not just walkers who will benefit but  
everyone. The England Coast Path will: 

• boost economic growth 

• breathe new life into coastal communities 

• connect people with their local environment 

• improve health and wellbeing 

• reconnect people with their heritage, allowing us to strengthen our 
 identity as an island nation. 
 

To lobby MPs for their support an ice-cream van was parked outside the 
Houses of Parliament together with deckchairs and Benedict Southworth 
CEO (centre below right) together with supporters dispensed ice-cream 
and lobbied passers-by.  Over 25 MPs and nearly 100 parliamentary staff 
signed up to oppose DEFRAs cuts.  By making the case for a coast path 
we can ensure that even more bits of seaside are open to enjoy. You can 
help by emailing your MP and asking them to write to the Environment  

   Minister.  
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The Ramblers website can be found at: www.ramblers.org.uk 

A member of Somerset Ramblers did just that writing to Taunton Deane 
MP Jeremy Brown.  His response was to contact the minister and the letter 
below is DEFRA’s reply. 
 
From Richard Benyon MP  Minister for Natural Environment and Fisheries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AN INVADER FROM THE EAST 
 
A walker recently made the news after stepping on a 
Giant Hogweed while out on a ramble.  When his leg 
swelled and erupted in blisters his doctor told him he 
had developed phytophotodermatitis which makes the 
skin sensitive to ultraviolet light and can last for up to 
seven years!   
     Giant hogweed can grow to 16ft and is often found 
beside rivers and canals as the seeds are spread on 
the water.  It comes from central Asia and was  
introduced to Britain in the 19th century as an  
ornamental plant that is resistant to frost.  A plant 
takes up to four years to flower and a single flower 
head contains 5,000 seeds. After flowering the plant dies but lives on in 
the 80,000 seeds it produces!  
     Gardeners have long been aware of the dangers of tackling the plant.  
The advice is to wear gloves and overalls, use secateurs not strimmers 
and work on a cloudy day as the sap is activated by sunlight. 
     If you accidentally come into contact with the sap, cover up to prevent 
the sap reacting to sunlight and wash off with soap and water.  
 
Just don’t get me started on those other invaders—Japanese knotweed 
and Himalayan balsam... 
 
 
Away with the stupid adage about a man being as old as his arteries! 
He is as old as his calves--his garteries. . . .--Meditations of Andrew McGill 


