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Bantham Beach and the Avon estuary up for sale  
Anyone who has walked the South West Coast Path will know that 
Bantham on South Devon’s coast is a very special place. Its family-
friendly beach, unspoilt views and abundance of wildlife have earned 
it a place in the hearts and memories of the many people who have 
lived in and visited it over the years. 
    Now the beach and its estuary are up for sale, with no guarantee 
that a new owner will continue to allow public access or care for 
this cherished place as carefully as its current owners have: much is 
at stake.  You have probably read that the National Trust has 
launched an appeal to buy the beach, pledging funds from its  
Neptune fund but we all know that last winter’s storms have meant 
that much of that money is already being used to repair the  
coastline under its care.  To help safeguard what makes Bantham 
beach and the Avon estuary so special and keep it open for ever, 
for everyone visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk.  You have the option 
of having your donation returned if the appeal is not successful. 

The South West Coast path at Bantham 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

If you have any news that you feel would be of interest to Somerset  
members or would like to comment on any current issue then please send 
them to me.  Entries for the next issue before 30th September please to: 

Joan Gubbin, Greenway Thatch, North Curry, Taunton TA3 6NH 
Telephone:  01823 490201  Email: mail@gubbin.co.uk 

 

Company registration number: 4458492.   Registered Charity in England & Wales number: 1093577.   
Registered charity in Scotland, number: SC039799. 

Registered Office:  2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 

  

 

Mendip Walking Festival 
 

Mendip Ramblers will be holding their Free Bank Holiday Walking 
Festival again this year on Saturday 23rd, Sunday 24th and  

Monday 25th August.  

 
There will be four circular walks of different lengths each day,  
starting from the Village Hall, Wellow, BA2 8PU. Grid Ref. 
ST736581, OS map 142 Shepton Mallet and Mendip Hills East. Car 
parking at The Old Station Car Park, Wellow, BA2 8PZ  
     The Parish of Wellow lies three miles south of the city of Bath 
and five miles north east of Radstock, on the southern edge of the 
Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  
 
For more information ring Clive on 01749 671339,  Mary on 01373 
474530, Les on 07768 556235 or visit www.mendipramblers.co.uk. 
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Lost Footpaths and White Roads  
 
The Area Footpath Officer, Paul Wright and his Advisor Carl Earl 
have had enquiries passed to them about footpaths that Rambler's 
members and the general public have considered should be public 
footpaths. For example Somerset County Council have agreed to 
make an Order that, if approved, will modify the Definitive Map of 
Public Rights of Way to include a path in Wellington that had  
recently been blocked by a new landowner.  This involved local 
members of the public recalling their memories of using the path 
during the past 20 years.  Ramblers supported this application. 
     Similarly a footpath in Bruton has been claimed and Carl Earl is 
assisting the claimant in bringing her case to the oncoming Public 
Inquiry. More recently a member is leading a campaign to re-open a 
footpath in Combwich.  These claims cannot always be lead by 
Ramblers as they involve public knowledge going back over 20 
years or more, knowledge that Ramblers does not necessarily have. 
But we do have expertise that can assist in any claim or any Public 
Inquiry.  This is one of the ways that Ramblers are ensuring that by 
2026 all footpaths that have ‘gone missing’ can be retrieved when 
the cut-off is applied. 
     You will have seen Ramblers publicity about the ‘Lost Ways’ 
campaign, but this is something of a misnomer as the ways are not 
really lost, just not recorded as legal rights of way. Prior to 2026, 
when the law changes, a route can be legally walked either because 
it is recorded as a right of way on the relevant highway authority’s 
definitive map, or because it has always been used without anyone 
preventing its use (common law right). After 2026 you can only  
legally use routes recorded on the definitive map. 
     You may have seen a footpath with its green dotted line ending 
in an enclosed path which is not coloured on the map.  This ‘white 
road’ unless it is claimed as a right of way may be lost to walkers 
after 2026.  Anyone who spots one or knows of a local footpath 
walked by local people which is not on the Definitve Map should 

contact the Area Footpath Officer. 
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Gift Your Gear 
 
The Ramblers are supporting this 
worthwhile charity which  
encourages UK community  
organisations, youth groups and 
charities working with young people 

to benefit from life changing experiences in the great outdoors,  
regardless of their circumstance.  I am sure we all have items of 
walking gear we no longer use, cannot fit into or have upgraded 
from.  You can send it by post or leave it at a designated site.  Just 
go on to the website www.giftyourgear.com.  They accept  
waterproof outdoor jackets, all and any fleece, walking and  
technical trousers and salopettes, shorts, hats, gloves, scarves and 
socks as long as they are suitable for the UK hills, waterproof over 
trousers, all children’s outdoor clothing, walking poles, maps and 
guides, tents and shelters, rucksacks, day sacks, sleeping bags,  
sleeping mats, cookers, pots and pans suitable for lightweight  
camping, climbing gear will be sent to Green Park Gear, mountain 
sun and glacier glasses. 
     They do not accept any gas cylinders, hydration packs or  
underwear. 
They will email you details of the charity that has received your  
donated gear.  
 

 

Area website can be found at: www.somersetramblers.co.uk 
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Tick alert 
If you are planning a walking holiday in Europe this summer it might 
be worth checking out this website - www.tickalert.org.  Over 
10,000 cases of TBE need hospital treatment in Europe each year 
and unimmunised tourists face similar risks to catching typhoid in 
India.  The disease is found in Alpine areas of Austria and  
Switzerland, Germany, the Baltic States, the Czech Republic,  
Croatia, Slovakia and Slovenia and health officials in Sweden warned 
tourists visiting Stockholm and its surrounding archipelago to  
protect against ticks because of a rising number of TBE cases. It is a 
notifiable disease in all European Union countries.  
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The Ramblers website can be found at: www.ramblers.org.uk 

Farmers must maintain rights of way to get subsidies  
 
The Secretary of State for  
Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs has reiterated that  
English farmers must maintain 
public rights of way or face  
losing EU subsidies.  Reviewing 
the Common Agricultural  
Policy (CAP), Owen Paterson 
MP said that existing  
requirements to keep rights of 
way in good condition would continue until the next review.  
    The Ramblers welcomes last week’s announcement that those in 
receipt of subsidies must keep footpaths, bridleways and byways free 
from obstruction. Famers must provide stiles and gates, cut back  
overhanging vegetation and ensure that field-edge paths meet legal 
width requirements.  Although it is a criminal offence to obstruct a 
public right of way and CAP requirements provide an extra incentive 
for compliance, more needs to be done to monitor and enforce these 
obligations.  
     Ramblers spokesperson Tom Fewins, said: ‘The Rural Payments 
Agency, the government agency responsible for administering CAP 
payments and carrying out inspections, should act immediately on  
information provided by local authorities about rights of way issues, 
without the need for additional inspections.  In addition, we need an 
easy way for the public to report obstructions – when they arise –  
directly to the RPA using their mobile phone. This should fulfil RPA 
reporting requirements and reduce administration costs.’ 
     The CAP of the European Union, implements a system of  
agricultural subsidies to support farmers. The UK is the fifth largest 
recipient of CAP subsidies, with nearly 200,000 farmers receiving £3.3 
billion in payments. The programme accounts for more than 40% of 
the EU budget.  See more at: http://www.ramblers.org.uk 
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Group reports 
 
Clevedon Group  have been proactive in advertising in two local 
papers and a local magazine to try and increase their profile and 
membership. Current membership stands at 170 but two new  
walkers joined a walk as a result of the advertising 
South Somerset  managed to maintain their programme of walks 
despite the wet conditions at the start of the year.  Their annual 
survey of paths for SCC concluded in March and 72% were passed 
as usable—a little down on the usual number but not surprising 
when considering the flooding and budget cuts. 
Sedgmoor Ramblers as their name suggests were probably  
hardest hit by this winter’s flooding but only three of the planned 
walks were cancelled.  A working party also had to be cancelled for 
the same reason but footpath work continues as does a number of 
surveys. 
Woodspring Ramblers numbers remain static with some new 
members and some leavers.  The social programme goes from 
strength to strength but getting volunteers to lead walks has been a 
problem with regular walk leaders taking on most of the  
programme.  During the last few months the maintenance team 
have continued to upgrade paths and installed six gates.  Plans are in 
hand for two 7 metre bridges to be installed in May. 
West Somerset has their new website up and running and a good 
number of hits have been recorded since the start.  A full  
programme of walks is continuing to be well supported but the 
committee needs key members. 
Mendip  have added an afternoon walk of about three miles  
followed by afternoon tea on Mondays in an encouragement to 
slower walkers or people new to walking.  Most of the work  
undertaken by their working party has been in Bath and NE  
Somerset and the majority of the work has been the installation of 
kissing gates.  Two members have undergone brush cutter training 
as part of the SCC scheme.  SCC have asked the group to  

photograph path furniture for their interactive map. 
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The Mendip Ring 
 

The Mendip Ring, a long-distance footpath – 117 miles in total – 
which uses mostly existing footpaths and rights of way and follows 
the boundary of Mendip as closely as possible, was recently  
featured in the Mendip Times. 
 

 

Taking your MP for a walk 
 
Ramblers have been asking groups to contact their local MPs and 
invite them to join them on a walk.  Taunton Deane did just that 
and Jeremy Brown MP joined them on a Friday evening walk in 
April.  Twenty members started at Monkton Heathfield’s Merry 
Monk for the short walk.  Sporting jeans and brogues, Jeremy 
Browne chatted amiably with walkers as they wended their way up 
to Cheddon Fitzpaine.  Afterwards he joined members for a pint in 
the pub. 
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